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Every Information Counts!

Hi there, 

Wow, is this our third issue already? How time fl ies.

However, you will continue to receive our commitment to help students to make better 
decisions on continuing their higher education around the world. Every issue of easyuni 
is organised in such a way that crucial information is succinctly delivered to you. 

We are also constantly exploring new mediums to maximise the reach of information 
to you. That’s the main reason easyuni magazine was started; we found that many 
readers would benefi t from this information in this form. We believe this is only logical 
as we’ve received an overwhelming response from our readers for the past two issues 
which has motivated us to bring you even more quality content in subsequent issues. 

Among the many improvements on easyuni.com is the revamped course 
recommendation tool – a step closer towards our vision of enhancing students’ 
capacity to make the right decisions about their tertiary education. The new course 
recommender is aimed at students who are not very certain about what to study, and 
our intelligent system recommends courses based on the personality and interests of 
an individual. 

As for the magazine: we have also listed some of the top universities in Asia that offer 
the courses covered in this issue along with numerous ways to apply for them. We 
have what we believe is the best tertiary education advice to help you make better 
decisions about your future. Every bit of information is helpful in guiding you to reach 
your higher education goals. 

We enjoyed getting this magazine out to you, and we believe you’ll enjoy reading 
every page.  

Edwin Tay          

Editor’s Note

    CEO  
             

e a s y u n i  U l t i m a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  G u i d e  i s  a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  o u t l e t s  i n  M a l a y s i a  a n d  S i n g a p o r e

Yo u  c a n  a l s o  g e t  a  c o p y  a t  5 0 0  s c h o o l s  a n d  1 0 0  u n i v e r s i t i e s  i n  M a l a y s i a . 
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The higher the nurse-to-patient ratio, 
the healthier patients become and 
fewer re-admissions were noted, 
according to academicians at the 
University of Pennsylvania School of 
Nursing. Researchers have also found 
that mortality rates slide with a higher 
nurse-to-patient ratio. The World 
Health Organisation (WHO) reports 
that the ideal nurse-to-patient ratio 
is one nurse for every 200 patients. 
However, the ratio is 1:354 in 

Malaysia, almost double the WHO’s 
recommended ratio. Even fi rst-world 
countries such as the US are facing a 

shortage of nurses, so much so that 
the state of California has launched 
a safe patient ratios campaign to 
address the diminishing numbers of 
caregivers that is expected to fall by 
40% in the next 15 years. 

The shortage of nurses puts a strain 
on those in the profession who have 
had to face extra workloads, longer 
hours and increased pressure, which is 
also why you may have to wait longer 
for attention at the hospitals. Nurses 
have also reported that they have to 
do double duty at times, where they 
would have to either work two shifts 
or do the work of two people. 

While addressing the shortage 
of nurses, existing nurses must 
also be motivated to specialise or 
become what the industry refers to 
as ‘thinking nurses’. Unlike general 
nurses, specialist nurses can assess 
situations and make critical decisions. 
They also educate patients on caring 
for their own well-being.

Before you venture into the world of 
nursing and medicine, you fi rst need 
to determine if you are suited for the 
profession, before deciding which 
nursing route to take and, subsequently, 
which specialisation to undertake.

Many might have shied away from pursuing 
their dream of being a nurse, after having 
heard of a purported glut of nurses in the 
country. After speaking to academicians 
from MAHSA University College in Malaysia 
that specialises on medicine, dentistry, 
pharmacy, nursing and allied health sciences 
education, it is a relief to acknowledge that 
there is no truth in the reported glut of 
nurses. In fact, there is a shortage of nurses; 
you can almost verify this if you pay a visit to 
the hospitals, especially the public ones.

MEDICINE

NURSING 
A Glut or        

Opportunity?

COURSES & C AREERS
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What attributes do I need 
to be a nurse?
Not everyone can be a nurse. Just 
like doctors, interest and academic 
qualifi cations aren’t enough to guarantee 
one can embark on a nursing career. 
Candidates also need: 

  Compassion and empathy
Perhaps the most important attribute 
for a nurse is compassion. You would 
be taking care of people when they are 
deeply in need and highly vulnerable. 
Without empathy and a positive 
attitude, you would not be able to fi nd 
interest and joy in nursing.

  To be organised and clear-headed
You will also need to be organised and 
clear-headed, as you will often be in 
life-or-death situations. You would need 
to stay calm to provide the necessary 
care. There are also times when you 
need to make snap decisions, especially 
if you are a specialised nurse with the 
knowledge to do so. 

  Be physically and emotionally 
strong 
Nurses often work long hours and on 
shifts, just like doctors. As such, you 
would need to be strong enough to 
withstand long and demanding hours. 
You would already know that nurses 
often face gory or bloody scenes, so 
nursing is not for the squeamish. 

If you possess these characteristics, then 
you can proceed to obtain the necessary 
qualifi cations en route to your nursing career.

What qualifications do I need to become a 
nurse?
There are a few paths you can take to begin your career in nursing: earn a 
Diploma in Nursing, Associate Degree in Nursing (ADN) or Bachelor of Science 
Degree in Nursing (BSN). All these qualifi cations will see you becoming 
a general nurse upon graduation, upon which you may then pursue a 
specialisation, through a Master’s Degree, Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) or Doctor 
of Nursing Practice (DNP) programme which will further your knowledge and 
enhance your employability. 

Option 1: Registered Practical Nurses (RPNs) 
Course: Diploma in Nursing

Registered practical nurses (RPNs), also known as licensed practical nurses 
(LPNs) in some countries, are considered the most junior category of nurses. 
They care for patients who have less complex needs or are in stable and 
predictable conditions. A Diploma in Nursing is the most common fi rst step 
towards becoming a registered nurse (RN). The three-year programme is usually 
offered by hospital-based nursing schools and emphasises clinical experience, 
which sees student nurses spending most of their time at hospitals. Entrance to 
the programme is easy if you’ve graduated from secondary school. 

Option 2: Registered Nurse (RN) 
Course: Bachelor of Science Degree in Nursing (BSN)

Graduates will be prepared to engage in the full scope of the nursing 
profession across all healthcare settings. The degree programme will take four 
years to complete, in which the fi rst two years will see you focusing on biology, 
psychology, microbiology, human growth and development, organic chemistry, 
nutrition, anatomy and physiology. The next two years will expose you to 
paediatrics, adult acute and chronic disease, psychiatric/mental health nursing, 
maternal/child health, and community health nursing. Students will also learn 
nursing theory, healthcare economics, physical and behavioural sciences, 
health informatics, health policy and humanities. Graduates will gain a deep 
understanding of the social, political, cultural and economic issues that make 
an impact on patients and infl uence healthcare delivery. 

This comprehensive syllabus makes RNs with degrees the most sought after 
by employers. The wider knowledge gained by RNs enables them to care 
for patients with more complex needs in unpredictable situations. They also 
participate in clinical practice, critical thinking and research utilisation. 

Of all three routes to becoming a RN, this may take the longest duration to 
complete. But actually, it only takes half a year longer than the ADN route 
if you hadn’t taken the science prerequisites. If you already have another 
bachelor’s degree, you may cut short your study duration by taking the 
accelerated or the regularly paced programmes. Both allow you to obtain your 
nursing degree between two and two and a half years, depending on the 
major of your existing degree. 

Option 3: Nurse Practitioner (NP)
Course: Associate Degree in Nursing (ADN)

A nurse practitioner (NP) is a RN with an advanced degree. A NP typically 
works in, but not limited to, four specialities: primary health care, adult care, 
paediatric care, and anaesthesia.

The Associate Degree in Nursing (ADN) programme is offered by community 
colleges and hospital-based nursing schools. It prepares students for a more 
defi ned technical scope of practice. If you have taken the science prerequisites, 
namely chemistry, anatomy, microbiology, psychology, physiology and 
algebra in secondary school, you would only need to spend two years in 
this programme. However, if you hadn’t, don’t fret as you would just need a 
longer time (between three to three and a half years) to complete. The ADN is 
sometimes known as Associate of Science (AS) or Associate of Applied Science 
(AAS); once you’ve graduated from this course, you will be a qualifi ed RN. 
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Nursing is no longer a 
female profession. 

of nurses in UK and US 
are male. This ratio is 
higher than fi fty years 
ago and is expected to 
increase further.

Nurses don’t just work 
at hospitals. 34 types of 
nursing specialisations 
let you work outside the 
hospital, 68 specialisations 
are research-oriented and 
37 specialisations are 
managerial positions. 

Routes for Specialisation
Once you have chosen your specialisation, you need to 
obtain one or more of the following:

  Master’s Degree (MSN)
The Master’s programme offers paths to be advanced 
practice nurses, nurse administrators, and nurse 
educators. Most nurses choose this route. 

  Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)
PhD programmes are research-focused; graduates 
typically teach and/or conduct research.

  Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP)
These programmes focus on clinical practice or 
leadership roles.

That pretty much covers everything you need to know 
about the pathway to nursing, from the attributes needed 
right up to the specialisation. With these spelt out for you, 
you can make well-informed decisions on your career.

What should I specialise in?
As mentioned earlier, there is an overall shortage of specialist nurses. As such, they are very much in demand 
as the world of medicine advances. Your chosen specialisation should be in line with your interest but you 
must know that there are about 104 different specialisations for the fi eld of nursing alone! As such, you 
should learn about each specialisation to know what are they all about before determining which ones you 
are most interested in as well as offer a bright career prospect. Some specialisations include cardiac care nurse, 
intensive care nurse, clinical nurse leader, ambulatory care nurse, occupational health nurse, nurse educators 
and certifi ed nurse midwife. Here are some specialisations that you can consider:

Family Nurse Practitioner
Family nurse practitioners serve 
as their patients’ sole provider of 

healthcare. They diagnose illnesses, 
prescribe medication and conduct 

tests, and can even run their 
own private practices. 

Nurse Educator 
Nurses who love teaching 

can choose to be nurse 
educators, to teach students in the 
ADN or BSN programmes. They can 

also write grant proposals and conduct 
research to help retain clinical 

standards in the nursing 
profession. 

Pain Management Nurse
Nurses specialising in this fi eld care 
for patients who experience acute or 

chronic pain. They will assess the cause 
of the pain and show the patients how 
to manage it through medication and 

alternative ways. 

Critical Care Nurse
Critical care nurses care for 

critically ill patients. You can choose 
to focus on adults, children or 

babies. They can also work out of 
outpatient centres, fl ight units 

and nursing homes.

Nurse Anaesthetist
Reported to be one of the highest-paid 

nurses in the profession as well as being the 
most in-demand, nurse anaesthetists administer 

anaesthesia and anaesthesia-related care to 
patients before, throughout and after their surgery. 

They are highly paid and highly trained to face 
varied situations, so the route to becoming 

one is intensive and challenging. 

Did you know?

10%68
37

Research-Oriented

Managerial Position

COURSES & C AREERS
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Some Popular Universities in Asia 
offering courses in Nursing (Medicine)

Source:
http://www.topuniversities.com/university-rankings/university-subject-rankings/2013/medicine

National University of Singapore
Ranked 20th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Medicine
Website: www.nus.edu.sg 
Scholarships (partial list): - ASEAN Undergraduate Scholarship (AUS)  
    - Kuok Foundation Undergraduate Awards 2013
    - Temasek Education Foundation (TEF) Sunburst Scholarships 2013

The University of Melbourne
Ranked 9th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Medicine
Website: www.unimelb.edu.au
Scholarships (partial list): - International Undergraduate Scholarships 
    - Residential College Scholarship

University of New South Wales
Ranked 37th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Medicine
Website: www.unsw.edu.au
Scholarships (partial list): - Golden Jubilee Scholarships    
    - Alumni Association Scholarship

University of Auckland
Ranked 43rd in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Medicine
Website: www.auckland.ac.nz
Scholarships (partial list): - The University of Auckland Commonwealth Scholarship
    - New Zealand Pacifi c Scholarships

Osaka University
Ranked 46th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Medicine
Website: www.osaka-u.ac.jp/en 
Scholarships (partial list): - Japanese Government Scholarship
    - Osaka University Foundation for the Future Scholarship

Fudan University
Ranked 103rd in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Medicine
Website: www.fudan.edu.cn 
Scholarships (partial list): - China Government Special Scholarship
    - Shanghai Government Scholarship

Keio University
Ranked 106th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Medicine
Website: www.keio.ac.jp 
Scholarships (partial list): - Japanese Government Scholarship
    - Keio University Scholarship

Mahidol University
Ranked 109th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Medicine
Website: www.tmu.edu.tw/english  
Scholarships (partial list): - ASEAN Students Scholarship
    - MUIC Young Ambassador Scholarship

Nagoya University
Ranked 110th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Medicine
Website: en.nagoya-u.ac.jp 
Scholarships (partial list): - Nagoya University Global 30 Undergraduate Scholarship
    - Nagoya University-Japan Graduates’ Association of Malaysia Scholarships                    
                                              (For Malaysian students)

Taipei Medical University
Ranked 118th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Medicine
Website: www.tmu.edu.tw/english 
Scholarships (partial list): - TMU Scholarship
    - Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) Taiwan Scholarship

COURSES & C AREERS
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Kelana Jaya, March 24, 2014 - UNITAR International 

University with its brand new 15-storey main campus in 

Kelana Jaya is welcoming all prospective students to register 

and experience the best learning environment offering at 

UNITAR for its upcoming March intake. Registration starts on 

March 24 until April 12, 2014. 

Students may choose to register their Foundation, Diploma, 

Bachelors, Masters or Doctorate programmes at UNITAR’s 

Faculty of Business and Information Technology, Faculty of 

Education and Social Sciences, Faculty of Early Childhood 

Studies, Faculty of Hospitality and Tourism Management, 

School of Foundation and General Studies or the Asia 

Graduate School of Business.

UNITAR International University’s new campus with 

extensive facilities such as student lounge, library, dance 

studio and fl exible classrooms is located beside the 

Kelana Jaya Police Station, and the amenities close by 

include major establishments such as Giant Hypermarket, 

Paradigm Mall, Empire Shopping Gallery, Sunway Pyramid 

and Subang Parade.

Accommodations in the vicinity offers a wide range of 

residential options catering to the vast and varies needs of 

students from Kuala Lumpur and around Malaysia, as well as 

the international students. UNITAR International University is 

also accessible from all major routes such as the LDP, Federal 

Highway, SPRINT Highway and the NKVE. Furthermore, 

Kelana Jaya’s Putra LRT Station is conveniently located just 

2KM from the university, which provides complementary 

shuttle buses to and from throughout the day. Other public 

transportation is also readily available at the new campus.

UNITAR has nurtured numerous local and international 

scholars in academic discipline ranging from Education, 

Business and Information Technology, Early Childhood 

Studies to Tourism and Hospitality. It has since transformed 

UNITAR while retaining the original objective of providing 

quality yet affordable education programmes for everyone.

A unique feature of UNITAR is the existence of a number of 

regional centres in different locations throughout Malaysia. 

Currently, UNITAR has 10 regional centres and more are 

expected in the near future. Access to education is a primary 

goal of UNITAR and students can choose to study its courses 

through the 10 regional centres at:

• Kota Kinabalu, Sabah

• Kuching, Sarawak

• Keningau, Sabah

• Alor Setar, Kedah

• Kota Bharu, Kelantan

• Johor Baru, Johor

• Ipoh, Perak

• Penang

• Malacca

• Jengka, Pahang

Four faculties and 
two schools to 
choose from with 
holistic brand 
new learning 
environment 

A d v e r t o r i a l

Pave Your 
Future With 
UNITAR 
INTERNATIONAL 
UNIVERSITY

For interested students wanting to join UNITAR International 
University for this upcoming March 2014 intake, please contact 
us at +603 - 7627 7200 or visit our website at www.unitar.my 
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KPJ Healthcare University College
KPJ Healthcare University College (KPJUC) has achieved 

signifi cant milestones these past two years. This year, KPJUC 

has started offering several new home-grown programmes 

for degrees in Bachelor, Master and PhD. It has started 

enrolling postgraduate students, especially PhD in Nursing, 

Master in Nursing, Pharmacy, Pharmaceutical Technology, 

Physiotherapy and Medical Imaging.

Apart from that, KPJUC has also obtained approvals for 

all the home grown Bachelor programmes in Nursing, 

Pharmacy, Medical Imaging, Pharmaceutical Science with 

Health Sciences and Physiotherapy. The most outstanding 

achievement is when KPJUC was given the approval to 

offer Medical Specialist programmes starting with Master of 

Otorhinolaryngology (Head and Neck surgery) in 2012.

For 2013, KPJUC was given another approval to offer Master 

in Paediatrics. At present, KPJUC is the only private higher 

institution in Malaysia to be given the privilege to run the 

Advanced Medical programmes. KPJUC is also privileged 

to have the support of KPJ consultants and healthcare 

professionals from the 23 specialist hospitals for hands-on 

clinical postings for its  students. These privileges set our 

graduates apart from competitors.

KPJ College, Johor Bahru
KPJ International College of Nursing and Health Sciences, 

Johor Bahru (KPJ College) started its operation in July 2008. 

The Diploma in Nursing students occupies six fl oors of the 

Metropolis Tower. The College has received an ISO 9001:2008 

certifi cation in 2010 as one of its efforts towards providing 

high standards of service to its stakeholders.

Currently, the College is offering Diploma in Nursing, Post 

Basic in Paediatric Nursing and Basic Care Course for 

Healthcare Assistant. The college is actively developing new 

academic programmes to be offered in 2014 which include 

Post Basic programmes in nursing such as Neonatology, 

Orthopaedic, Renal and Profesional Certifi cate in Education 

And  Teaching for Nursing Professional.

KPJ College, Penang
KPJ International College of Nursing and Health Sciences, 

Penang (KPJ College) is located in the rapidly growing city of 

Bukit Mertajam and is a fi ve-minute drive from KPJ Penang 

Specialist Hospital. The new premise can accommodate a 

maximum of 600 students. The campus is equipped with 

nursing and pharmacy labs, specious tutorial and classrooms, 

wireless internet and recreational facilities.

The fi rst academic session at KPJ College Penang started in 

June 2013, offering Diploma in Operating Department Practice 

(in collaboration with Liverpool John Moores University) and 

Diploma in Pharmacy. In 2014 KPJ College is planning to offer 

Post Basic Professional Certifi cate in Education and Teaching 

for Healthcare Professionals, Certifi cate in Renal Technician 

and Certifi cate in Obstetric.

Transforming 
The Future Of 
Healthcare

For more information, please call hotline 1300-88-5758
or visit KPJUC offi cial website at www.kpjuc.edu.my

A d v e r t o r i a l

KPJ Healthcare 
University College
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COURSES & C AREERS

The world of engineering is 
mind-boggling with its myriad of 
specialisations; it is purported 
that there are more than 200 
types! While the commonly chosen 
paths we usually hear of are civil, 
mechanical, chemical and electric 
and electronic engineering, there 
are far more out there. The oil and 
gas industry alone, has at least nine 
engineering specialisations you can 
focus on. In this issue, we will list 
the various types of engineering in 
the oil and gas industry:

ENGINEERING

Becoming 
an Engineer 
in the Oil and 
Gas Industry
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Petroleum Engineer
What you’ll do: You will plan and 
manage the extraction of oil and 
gas from petroleum reservoirs. You 
may also design and oversee the 
development of an oil well, plan the 
building of pipelines to transport 
natural gas from the source to 
other locations, as well as manage 
the containment of oil spills and 
other instances of environmental 
contamination. 

What you’ll need: A master’s or 
bachelor’s degree in petroleum, 
chemical or mechanical 
engineering. Candidates with other 
engineering disciplines and previous 
experience in the oil industry are 
also usually considered.

Drilling Engineer
What you’ll do: You will supervise 
the drilling works to ensure that they 
are safe, environmentally conscious 
and cost-effi cient. You will also 
apply innovation and technology 
in casing and drill string design, 
directional drilling, mud systems 
and completions. You will report 
on the operations and manage 
the logistics. The job scope also 
includes estimating costs and risk 
and performing reporting and 
optimisation.

What you’ll need: A master’s or 
bachelor’s degree in petroleum, 
chemical or mechanical engineering. 
If you have other engineering 
disciplines with some experience 
in the oil industry, you may also be 
considered for the position.

Production Engineer
What you’ll do: You will be responsible for the daily management of oil and 
gas production operations. You will be involved in work-over and production 
equipment design and partake in asset management planning, budgeting and 
cost estimating to increase revenue and lower operating expenses.

What you’ll need: A bachelor’s or master’s degree in petroleum, chemical or 
mechanical engineering. A degree in another engineering discipline is often 
accepted too, with the presence of previous oil industry experience.

Reservoir Engineer
What you’ll do: Your main task 
will be to evaluate site performance 
by conducting reservoir modelling 
studies and, subsequently, enhance 
production by investigating new 
opportunities. Reservoir engineers 
also perform other studies such 
as reservoir simulation studies, 
reservoir characterisation studies 
and petrophysical studies. Other 
responsibilities include estimating 
reserves, forecasting and 
performance for the purposes of 
property evaluations, development 
planning, well proposals and the 
prediction and evaluation of water 
fl ood. Reservoir engineers will 
also develop and apply reservoir 
optimisation techniques, develop 
cost-effective reservoir monitoring 
and surveillance programmes, as 
well as perform analyses of pressure 
transients, economics and risk 
assessments of major development 
programmes. 

What you’ll need: A bachelor’s 
or master’s degree in petroleum, 
chemical or mechanical engineering. 
A degree in another engineering 
discipline is often accepted too, 
provided one has some prior 
experience in the oil industry.

Completion Engineer
What you’ll do: A completion 
engineer aims to optimise oil and 
gas production by designing and 
implementing optimising completion 
techniques. Responsibilities include 
constructing models of completion 
performance, performing stimulation 
technologies based on well and 
reservoir diagnostics, designing and 
installing sand control applications 
and designing horizontal and 
multilateral wells. Completion 
engineers will also optimise 
completion and work-over designs 
and operations, determine primary 
and remedial cementing procedures, 
and evaluate and select appropriate 
equipment to achieve completion 
objectives. The preparation of 
cost estimates and risk in terms of 
probability and potential remedies is 
yet another role within the job scope 
of a completion engineer.

What you’ll need: A qualifi cation in 
chemical, mechanical or petroleum 
engineering will enable you to pursue 
a completion engineer specialisation. 
Similar to other specialisations, other 
engineering majors with experience 
in the oil and gas fi eld can choose to 
pursue this route as well. 
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Technical Sales/Support 
Engineer
What you’ll do: Technical sales/
support engineers act as consultants 
for the company and clients to 
develop solutions to diffi culties and 
challenges. You may also act as a 
product line specialist to collaborate 
with sales representatives to offer 
solutions to customers’ problems, 
besides developing products to 
meet their needs and requirements. 
Technical sales/support engineers 
with business acumen may also 
manage sales within a given region.

What you’ll need: Graduates with 
a bachelor’s or master’s degree in 
petroleum, electrical, chemical, civil or 
mechanical engineering can develop 
as a technical sales/support engineer.

Process Engineer
What you’ll do: As there are varied 
processes within the oil and gas 
industry, you could be working 
on anything at all in any of the 
following areas of development: 
erector science, heavy-oil upgrading, 
fuel cells, distillation, natural gas 
processing, sulphur processing and 
offshore stranded gas. Typically, you 
will defi ne standards for inspection, 
cleaning and repair of equipment 
during plant shutdowns, monitor 
product yields, catalyst life and 
process effi ciencies, as well as 
restructure processes to improve 
product quality, decrease operating 
costs, improve safety or protect the 
environment. Of course, the need to 
increase yield is constant, so you will 
also have to discover ways to improve 
yield or plant effi ciency.

What you’ll need: A bachelor’s 
or master’s degree in chemical 
engineering.

Research and 
Development Engineer
What you’ll do: Continuous 
improvement can be applied to 
any process or product. It is the 
role of a research and development 
engineer to discover cleaner, smarter 
ways to power the world. Research 
and development work are often 
related, but not limited, to drilling 
and production systems, reservoir 
performance optimisation and 
subsurface characterisation. You will 
come up with drilling solutions, oil 
recovery works, reservoir modelling, 
reservoir surveillance and data 
integration.

What you’ll need: More engineering 
majors can vie to be a research and 
development engineer. A bachelor’s, 
master’s or doctorate degree in 
chemical, civil, electrical, mechanical 
or petroleum engineering is needed as 
the fi rst step to pursue your dream. 

Subsea Intervention 
Engineer
What you’ll do: A subsea 
intervention engineer provides a 
technical and operational interface 
between drilling, completion 
and subsea engineering teams. 
The job scope includes planning, 
supporting and supervising subsea 
well interventions, completions and 
work-overs; providing on-site rig 
operations support to test and run 
land and subsea production trees; 
and providing support for subsea 
blowout prevention equipment 
and controls. A subsea intervention 
engineer will also be responsible for 
the maintenance and inspection of 
rigs, coordinate with multiservice 
vessels and barge operations, and 
participate in industry associations 
and organisations related to drilling 
operations.

What you’ll need: Civil, electrical, 
mechanical, ocean and petroleum 
engineers are most suited for the 
role. Specialists with experience in 
the fi eld can also be considered for 
the position. 

THE OIL AND GAS INDUSTRY ALONE, 
HAS AT LEAST NINE ENGINEERING 
SPECIALISATIONS YOU CAN FOCUS ON

COURSES & C AREERS
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Some Popular Universities in Asia offering 
courses in Engineering (Oil and Gas)

National University of Singapore (NUS)
Ranked 7th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Engineering
Website: www.nus.edu.sg
Scholarships (partial list): - ASEAN Scholarships
    - Science & Technology Scholarship
    - Temasek Foundation Scholarship
Tsinghua University
Ranked 12th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Engineering
Website: www.tsinghua.edu.cn/publish/then
Scholarships (partial list): - Chinese Government Scholarship
    - Beijing Government Scholarship
    - Tsinghua University Scholarship
University of Tokyo
Ranked 19th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Engineering
Website: www.u-tokyo.ac.jp/en
Scholarships (partial list): - University of Tokyo Special Scholarship
    - Japanese Government Scholarship
    - ASEAN Scholarship

Tokyo Institute of Technology
Ranked 42th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Engineering
Website: www.titech.ac.jp/english
Scholarships (partial list): - Japanese Government Scholarship
    - Mitsubishi Corporation International Scholarship
    - Epson International Scholarship
Kyoto University
Ranked 42th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Engineering
Website: www.kyoto-u.ac.jp/en
Scholarships (partial list): - Japanese Government Scholarship
    - Honors Scholarship
    - AEON Scholarship

Korea Advanced Institute of Science and Technology (KAIST)
Ranked 36th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Engineering
Website: www.kaist.edu
Scholarships (partial list): - Presidential Science Scholarship   
    - Department Honors Scholarship
    - Academic Excellence Scholarship

The University of Melbourne
Ranked 32th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Engineering
Website: www.unimelb.edu.au
Scholarships (partial list): - International Undergraduate Scholarships 
    - Residential College Scholarship 

University of Queensland
Ranked 47th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Engineering
Website: www.uq.edu.au
Scholarships (partial list): - UQ International Scholarship     
    - UQ Academic Scholarship Program
    - Malaysia Global Leaders Scholarship   
    - UQ Gatton Halls Scholarships
Tohoku University
Ranked 83th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Engineering
Website: www.tohoku.ac.jp/english
Scholarships (partial list): - President Fellowship / President Fellowship for Undergraduates

Shanghai Jiao Tong University
Ranked 35th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Engineering
Website: en.sjtu.edu.cn
Scholarships (partial list): - Shanghai Government Foreign Student Scholarship

Note: The above rankings are based on Top 400 World Universities Rankings by Subject 2013 - Engineering & Technology 
Source: www.topuniversities.com

COURSES & C AREERS
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Mention accounting courses and 
acronyms such as ACCA, CIMA, CFA 
and LCCI would come to mind. If you 
are keen on a career in accounting, 
which course should you do? By 
the end of this article, you would 
know the differences between these 
courses and, perhaps, which route 
to pursue. 

ACCOUNTANCY

A professional 
accounting 
qualification or 
a degree in 
accountancy?

This is one of the oldest accountancy bodies, having been 
established in 1904. Headquartered in London, ACCA is 
the global body for professional accountants that offers a 
Chartered Certifi ed Accountant qualifi cation of the same 
name. Acquiring an ACCA qualifi cation would make you 
one of the 154,000 members (and growing) of one of the 
largest and fastest-growing global accountancy bodies.

Career Options:
Includes chartered accountant, auditor, business analyst, 
fi nancial analyst and fi nancial consultant.

Entry Requirements:
You will need two A-Levels and three GCSEs (or their 
equivalents) in fi ve different subjects, two of which 
must be Maths and English. If you don’t meet the entry 
requirements, you can undertake the Foundations in 
Accountancy. When you have completed the Diploma 
in Accounting and Business at the Foundation level, you 
can then transfer over to the ACCA qualifi cation with an 
exemption for three papers.

Syllabus: 
There are two levels of examinations: Fundamentals and 
Professional. The Fundamentals are divided into two 
modules, Knowledge and Skills, and consist of nine papers 
altogether. The Professional level consists of fi ve papers 
where students must take three Essential papers and 
choose two optional papers of a given list of four. 

Duration:
Three to four years, if you pursue your ACCA qualifi cation 
on a part-time basis while you work, like most ACCA 
aspirants do. The ACCA is fl exible; you can choose your 
method of study and even when you would sit for exams. 
While part-time studies remain the most popular route, 
many institutions offer ACCA as a full-time certifi cation 
course besides offering other options to complete the 
course via distance learning, through weekend or evening 
courses and through revision courses. As such, the length 
taken to study for the qualifi cation differs based on your 
chosen method of studies. 

Association of Chartered Certified Accountants (ACCA)
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The Chartered Financial Analyst (CFA) programme is a 
qualifi cation for fi nance and investment professionals 
offered internationally by the American-based CFA 
Institute. Those keen on investment management 
and the fi nancial analysis of stocks, bonds and their 
derivative assets would be particularly interested in this 
programme, which focuses on general fi nance, portfolio 
management and fi nancial analysis. Completion of the 
programme will entitle the CFA holder to the title of 
“CFA charter” and become a “CFA charterholder”.

Career Options:
Professionals with CFA certifi cation have the upper hand 
when applying for senior positions in the investment 
management, fi nancial services and securities research 
industries. Certain fi nancial advisor roles also require its 
candidates to be a CFA charterholder. 

Entry Requirements:
A university degree is required for enrolment into a CFA 
programme. However, those with a minimum of four 
years’ experience in an investment decision-making 
process may also be considered. 

Syllabus: 
There are three levels of examinations: Levels I, II and III. 
Students must pass each level before progressing to the 
next. The Level I syllabus revolves around an introduction 
to fi nancial reporting and analysis, asset valuation and 
portfolio management techniques. Level II encompasses 
asset valuation, quantitative methods, applications 
of the tools and inputs in asset valuation, fi nancial 
reporting and analysis, and economics. The highest 
level, Level III, focuses on portfolio management and 
the management of equity, fi xed income and derivative 
investments with the use of tools, inputs, strategies and 
asset valuation models.

Level I exams are held twice a year in June and 
December whereas Levels II and III are conducted only 
once annually in June. 

Duration:
There is no limit to the number of times you can sit 
for the exams, so students can complete the CFA 
programme between two to fi ve years. However, 
CFA aspirants typically take an average of four years 
to obtain a CFA certifi cation. About six months of 
preparation is estimated for each level of exam. 

If you love both business and accounts, CIMA is for you. 
The Chartered Institute of Management Accountants 
(CIMA) is the world’s largest professional body of 
management accountants based in London that offers 
management accountancy courses to those who are 
keen to pursue a career in business. 

Management accounting combines accounting, 
management and fi nance to serve as a foundation for 
leading a successful business. 

Career Options: 
Consultant, fi nancial controller, management 
accountant, and investment banker.

Entry Requirements:
The CIMA Certifi cate in Business Accounting is 
needed for an entry into the Professional Chartered 
Management Accounting qualifi cation programme. 
This programme is usually undertaken by school leavers 
and would give you a solid foundation in management 
accounting. The certifi cate can be a stand-alone 
qualifi cation and also a stepping stone to the CIMA 
Professional Qualifi cation.

If you hold an MBA or a Master’s in Accounting, you may 
be eligible for the master’s route in which students will 
sit for a three-hour exam in May or November each year 
to assess your knowledge of the syllabus covered in the 
management level of the CIMA Professional Qualifi cation. 
Passing the exam will give you a CIMA Advanced Diploma 
in Management Accounting and subsequent exemptions 
from all certifi cate-, operational- and management-level 
exams for CIMA Professional Qualifi cation.

Other qualifi cations that will entitle you for exam 
exemptions include a degree related to the CIMA 
syllabus, membership of Association of Accounting 
Technicians (AAT) or completion of a relevant 
qualifi cation with another professional body.

Syllabus:
The syllabus is divided into three learning pillars: 
Enterprise, Performance and Financial. Each pillar 
consists of three progressive levels: Operational 
(completing this level will award you a CIMA Diploma 
in Management Accounting), Management (this 
level qualifi es you for a CIMA Advanced Diploma in 
Management Accounting) and Strategic. Completion 
of all levels, comprising nine papers altogether and 
a Test of Professional Competence in Management 
Accounting, will lead to a Professional Chartered 
Management Accounting qualifi cation.

Duration:
Two and a half years, if the course is done on a full-time 
basis. Weekend or evening classes are often available for 
those with full-time jobs as well, in which case you will 
take up to four years to obtain the qualifi cation.

Chartered Financial Analyst (CFA) Chartered Institute of Management 
Accountants (CIMA) 
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The London Chamber of Commerce & Industry (LCCI) 
was set up to serve as a collective to infl uence public 
opinion and effect reforms. These days, however, 
LCCI’s mission is to meet the needs of businesses in 
London and worldwide by providing industries with the 
skills needed to develop the commercial environment. 
LCCI’s range of qualifi cations revolve around fi nance 
and quantitative, the English language, marketing and 
customer service, and business, administration and IT.

Career Options: 
Depending on your range of fi eld of study, your options 
can range from fi nancial accounting, cost accounting, 
marketing, book-keeping, public relations, business 
administration or contact centre associates. The choices are 
vast, given the many options that an industry has to offer. 

Entry Requirements:
As an LCCI qualifi cation is equivalent to a diploma, the 
entry requirement for an LCCI programme is SPM.

Syllabus:
Three categories of LCCI diploma qualifi cations are 
available: diplomas, group diplomas and specialised 
diplomas. Diplomas cover a wide range of vocationally 
related and general subjects, ideal for students who 
want to develop their knowledge and understanding of 
varied subjects. 

Group diplomas allow a greater focus on vocationally 
related subjects, such as accounting or marketing. Students 
who have not yet decided on an area of specialisation can 
choose this option to learn a wide range of knowledge and 
skills within a main function of business, e.g., a student 
could combine management , accounting, cost accounting 
and fi nancial accounting, or public relations, marketing and 
advertising within the marketing function. 

Last but not least are the specialised diplomas for students 
focusing on a specialty within a business function. 
Specialised diplomas place emphasis on professional 
accomplishments and progression. There are four 
categories of specialised diplomas: accounting and fi nance, 
managerial accounting, cost accounting and business 
management and accounting. 

Duration:
Three to 24 months, depending on your choice of 
diploma qualifi cation. You can expect to take two years 
to obtain a diploma, three months for group diplomas 
and six months for a specialised diploma. 

The Certifi ed Accounting Technician (CAT) 
qualifi cation is offered by the Association of 
Chartered Certifi ed Accountants (ACCA). It is a 
stand-alone fi nance and accounting qualifi cation but 
many often use it as a foundation or introduction to 
accounting before they pursue the ACCA Professional 
Scheme to become a Chartered Certifi ed Accountant.

Career Options: 
CAT graduates will be able to work at a technician 
level in the commerce and fi nance industry.

Entry Requirements:
No previous academic qualifi cation is needed to study 
for the CAT, so students may begin their course after 
completing SPM.

Syllabus:
There are three levels in the programme: Introductory, 
Intermediate and Advanced with six exams to 
undertake and two specialist exams. Students will 
also need to undergo a practical experience and learn 
a Foundation in Professionalism. Certain previous 
practical experience entitles for exemption for four 
out of the six exams. Students can proceed onto the 
ACCA qualifi cation upon completing the course, 
by which they will already have one year’s working 
experience and four essentials needed from the three 
year’s work experience and 13 performance objectives 
required for the ACCA. 

Duration:
A year if studied full-time or two years on a part-time 
basis. Just like the ACCA, you may study in a fl exible 
way and determine how many exams (maximum four 
papers in a sitting) you would like to take each time 
around. You may also choose to defer the exams until 
the next session when you are better prepared.  

London Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry (LCCI)

Certified Accounting Technician 
(CAT)

COURSES & C AREERS
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 A Degree or a Professional 
Qualification?
The career options for both degree and professional 
certifi cate holders are similar except that professional 
certifi cate holders have the advantage of being 
able to set up their own auditing fi rm. Professional 
certifi cate qualifi cation, which is bestowed by 
Chartered Accountants institutes, can be said to be 
an attractive route in the accounting profession, 
given that it is a professional certifi cation and 
that bachelor’s degree holders also pursue this 
qualifi cation upon completing their degree. 

Graduates with qualifi cations from Chartered 
Accountants institutes such as ACCA, CFA, 
CIMA and LCCI are the preferred choice of 
employers as these graduates reduce the 
cost of training by having undergone a 
fl exible and well-structured training path. 
These professional certifi cate graduates 
have also gained specialist knowledge 
in fi nance and accounting, obtaining 
valuable skills in organisational 
management and strategy, which 
boost their career prospects and 
employability. With this, the 
probability of these professional 
certifi cate graduates of moving up 
the organisation’s hierarchy is high, 
due to their expertise, well-trained 
background and industry-ready 
minds. 

While the career options are 
similar, it is not true that 
Chartered Accountants 
can only pursue a career 
in auditing and taxation. 
Just like degree holders, 
Chartered Accountants can 
also venture into banking, 
auditing, risk management, 
and corporate law.

Also known as Bachelor of Accounting, this degree is 
often the only undergraduate degree recognised for 
practice as a professional accountant. 

Career Options: 
Accountant, actuary, appraiser, auditor, credit manager, 
controller, cost accountant, economist, fi nancial analyst, 
fi nancial planner, insurance adjuster, investment banker, 
research analyst, tax accountant, and treasurer.

Entry Requirements:
As with most undergraduate degrees, the entry 
requirement for a degree in accountancy is a diploma, 
A-Levels, STPM or equivalent. 

Syllabus:
Core subjects revolve around management accounting, 
fi nancial accounting, auditing and taxation. Students also 
will discover business mathematics and management 
theories as well as undertake coursework in economics and 
business law. The syllabus for a degree in accounting is very 
specialised as it gears students towards professional practice. 

Duration:
Four years on a full-time basis.

Bachelor of Accountancy

What’s Your Route?
If you are a high-school leaver and would 
like to kick-start your venture into the world 
of accounting and fi nance, there are three 
options: LCCI, CAT, or CIMA if you are 
particularly interested in management 
accounting.

Those with A-Levels or an equivalent 
pre-university qualifi cation can take the 
Bachelor of Accountancy route. If a 
certifi cation is what you are looking 
for, you can start the Knowledge 
module of the ACCA’s Fundamental 
Level. This will lead you to the next 
step of the ACCA, which is the 
Fundamental Level’s Skill module 
and, subsequently, the Professional 
Level, which would earn you the 
title of a Chartered Accountant. 

Accountancy degree holders 
can proceed for the ACCA 
Professional Level after 
being exempted for the 
Fundamental level. Some 
students choose to 
undertake their degree 
after completing the 
Fundamental Level’s 
Skill module, before 
proceeding to the 
ACCA Professional 
Level. In a nutshell, all 
qualifi cations lead to 
being a Chartered 
Accountant.

COURSES & C AREERS
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Some Popular Universities in Asia 
offering courses in Accountancy

Source: www.topuniversities.com

National University of Singapore (NUS)
Ranked 11th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Accountancy
Website: www.nus.edu.sg  
Scholarships (partial list):  - ASEAN Undergraduate Scholarship (AUS)  
     - Kuok Foundation Undergraduate Awards

University of Sydney
Ranked 9th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Accountancy
Website: sydney.edu.au
Scholarships (partial list): - Sydney Achievers International Scholarships
    - University of Sydney Merit and Entry Scholarships

Hong Kong University of Science and Technology (HKUST)
Ranked 16th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Accountancy
Website: www.ust.hk
Scholarships (partial list): - AIA Foundation Scholarship     
    - HSBC Hong Kong Scholarship
    - BNP PARIBAS Scholarship

University of Hong Kong
Ranked 23rd in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Accountancy
Website: www.hku.hk
Scholarships (partial list):  - Bank of China (HKU Students Scholarship)
     - Daikin Scholarship
     - AGS Scholarship

Seoul National University
Ranked 45th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Accountancy
Website: www.useoul.edu 
Scholarships (partial list): - Graduate Scholarship for Excellent Foreign Students (GSFS)  
                                       - Overseas Koreans Scholarship
                                            - Korean Government Scholarship Program (KGSP)

Nanyang Technological University (NTU)
Ranked 29th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Accountancy
Website: www.ntu.edu.sg 
Scholarships (partial list): - Scholarship for International Students, The University of Tokyo Foundation
     - Panasonic Scholarship
                                        - Yoshida Scholarships Foundation

Monash University
Ranked 18th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Accountancy
Website: www.monash.edu.au 
Scholarships (partial list): - Accounting and Finance Honours Scholarship
                                            - Monash International Merit Scholarship 
                                            - Monash International Scholarship for Excellence

Peking University
Ranked 35th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Accountancy
Website: english.pku.edu.cn  
Scholarships (partial list): - Peking University Academic Excellence Scholarships

University of Tokyo
Ranked 26th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Accountancy
Website: www.u-tokyo.ac.jp/en 
Scholarships (partial list): - The University of Tokyo Foundation
                                            - Panasonic Scholarship
                                       - Yoshida Scholarships Foundation 

Osaka University
Ranked 70th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Accountancy
Website: www.osaka-u.ac.jp/en  
Scholarships (partial list): - Japanese Government Scholarships
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You might be destined to 
be a fashion designer if you 
(1) spent the majority of 
your youth making clothes 
for your Barbie dolls rather 
than playing with your 
buddies, (2) read fashion 
magazines rather than your 
school books, (3) ran a 
store from your basement 
at age ten selling clothes. 
In short, if you want to be 
the next Calvin Klein or 
Ralph Lauren, you need to 
be completely obsessed with 
fashion design. 

ARTS AND DESIGN

Fashion Design
Creating Styles      
Every Day 
What is Fashion Design and What do Fashion 
Designers do?
Working as a fashion designer can be as simple as monitoring a layout team at 
a sportswear business or producing a brand under your own name. Designers 
examine styles, design layouts of clothing and accessories, select matching 
colours and textiles, and oversee the last manufacturing of their styles. To create 
your very own brand will take a whole lot of time, dedication and challenging 
work. But the rewards are certainly worth the effort.

From the very start of your profession, you’ll most likely fi nd yourself in 
supporting duties while you learn the ropes and establish your vision. These 
experiences are not to be taken lightly. To be a good designer, these basics are 
key. Take some time to learn about yourself, fi nd your preferred niches and gain 
experience that’ll smoothen the path towards your future fashion career.
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1) Education
A university degree can be really important in 
becoming a fashion designer. However talented you 
are, the fashion industry is very competitive. Education 
can make you much more appealing than any other 
candidate. You may want to have a master or a 
bachelor’s degree in fashion design. Some fashion-
design courses incorporate courses such as business 
and marketing, especially for those who want to run 
their own company or retail shop. Basic modules 
include colour selection, fabric and textiles, sewing and 
tailoring, pattern making, fashion-design technology, 
fashion history, fashion management and designs of 
different kinds of apparel such as menswear or shoes. 
Most of the time, modules in these courses also include 
subjects such as mathematics and psychology, which 
provides a better understanding of design techniques 
and marketing strategies. 

A lot of universities have such programmes, but only 
a handful has the kind of credibility that can actually 
drive your career. Getting into these universities can be 
tough as competition is high, and the universities might 
be extremely selective. You may apply by sending out 
a portfolio of drawings of your styles. Drawing is also a 
vital skill for a designer – it is the means to convey your 
ideas and suggestions.

However, you do not have to be an expert artist to 
get accepted to a well-known institution. The most 
important quality these institutions are looking for is 
really passion and your love of fashion. If you have 
remarkable ideas but cannot really draw well, there are 
ways to work around that. You could, for example, put 
your designs on a model and take photos of them as 
part of your portfolio.

Most fashion programmes are three to four years long. 
In some universities, students who do well normally 
earn the chance to win prestigious awards and grants, 
which bring them a great deal of interest in addition 
to fi nancial support. One extremely cool thing about 
some universities is their well-known ‘style programme’, 
designed for their graduating students. This is basically 
an opportunity to meet potential employers or well-
known designers (and maybe some fashion celebs) and 
showcase their designs or ideas during fashion events.

Becoming a Fashion Designer

2) Choose which developing fi eld 
is your primary passion
Are you most interested in haute 
couture, ready-to-wear, fi tness/
leisure equipment, the mass market 
or niches such as eco-wear? Each has 
disadvantages and benefi ts that you’ll 
need to consider before choosing 
which path to tread. Within these 
major areas, you should also select 
a few sub-niches for your fashion 
design. Choose a few of these sub-
niches, but do not overextend yourself 
as it is much better to excel within 
one area fi rst before experimenting 
with the rest. Some niches examples 
include: women’s day wear, female 
evening dresses, men’s day wear, 
kids’ wear, teenage wear, sportswear, 
fi tness and leisure wear, bridal wear, 
and accessories.

3) Develop your skills
Successful stylists have a broad variety of skills, such 
as drawing, an eye for colour and structure, an 
ability to imagine concepts in three dimensions, and 
mechanical skills involved in sewing all kinds of textiles. 
If you haven’t already learned the last ability, go on a 
sewing tuition. Being able to stitch different materials 
into unique designs is certain to impress. Understand 
the attributes, strengths and limitations of different 
textiles and how to use them, and so on. Such in-
depth knowledge of textiles is crucial. Know where to 
source your materials. Learn from existing designers: 
know their backgrounds, their signature designs, 
their designing personalities, and where they studied. 
Understanding these will certainly help you become 
a much better designer yourself. Be ready to devote 
hours of time to designing your craft.
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5) Creative abilities
Truthfully assess your 
capabilities and individuality 
before pursuing a job in 
fashion. In fashion design, a 
love of clothes is just one part. 
You will also need to be a 
self-disciplined go-getter with 
outstanding communication 
skills, be determined to work 
hard (up to 24/7), have an 
open mind, learn to handle 
criticism and stress, and be 
open to having many different 
customers and/or managers 

Being a designer is most 
likely for you if you: do 
not mind unpredictability or 
insecurity; want to stand up 
for exactly what you want or 
decide on; have unique ideas 
about exactly what is important 
in your life; pay attention to 
clients well; and understand 
the fashion industry completely 
(you virtually live, eat and 
breathe style). 

Being a designer is probably 
not for you if you: can’t 
handle anxiety well; prefer 
stable, unchanging routines; 
want a profession without too 
many highs or lows; require 
praise for your efforts and lots 
of advice on what to do; hate 
being economically unsteady; 
and have many various other 
interests in life.

6) Build a portfolio of your own
Your portfolio is an indispensable part of your fashion 
career; it helps you get your foot in the door. The most 
effective way to develop an excellent portfolio is to remain 
focused during your time in fashion school and complete 
each project as though you would be presenting them to 
a potential employer. Flaunt your creativity during every 
assignment or project. Your portfolio will showcase your 
aesthetics: eye for colour and detail, appreciation for 
beauty, and sense of balance and proportion – all the 
must-have qualities of a designer.

Designers need to be skilled in sales, marketing 
and presentation to convince customers 
to buy into their designs. Your portfolio 
ought to communicate top-notch 
sketching, pattern making, and high-
quality sewing, and also present an 
understanding of interaction and collaboration.

Are these in your portfolio?
Hand-drawn sketches or photos of these sketches, computer-drawn layouts, 
your CV,  your fashion web pages (if any), colour or fabric presentation pages, 
or any other piece of work that mirror what you’re capable of doing and 
evolving into.

Do you have the right aptitude?

Artistic
Stylists need a fl air for the 

artistic. A feeling of just how 
colours collaborate and an eye 
for corresponding materials are 

a must. Designers, likewise, must 
demonstrate something similar, 

either with hand-drawn sketches or 
with computer-aided layouts. As a 

whole, fashion designers require 
an aptitude for fi ne art 

and style.Communication
Designers rarely work alone. 

As they work with teams of diverse 
individuals, they need to communicate 
well. From instructing pattern makers 

and developing blueprints of garments to 
advising tailors on how to sew clothing, 
designers need to discuss specifi cs and 

convey their vision in a simple and 
effi cient manner. Likewise, developers 
must also communicate with shipping 

divisions to make sure their designs 
reach the right target markets.

Finishing touch
Sewing stylists need to know 

how to create the garments they 
design. This requires abilities in 

sewing, basic knitting and material 
draping, and an understanding of 
experimental fabric manipulation 

such as pleating, appliqué, 
layering or gathering.

Computer Skills
Fashion design is not solely 

done by hand. These days, computer-
aided design plays a prominent role in 
the creation of cutting-edge designs in 

fashion. Employers prefer designers who 
can utilise technology to highlight fresh 
runway productions. Many fashion, art 

and design schools offer computer-aided 
design certifi cations in their courses, with 

programmes in computerised pattern 
design, design development and 

product management.

Creativity
Style designers require 

imagination, or the potential 
to utilise their creativity to 

conceptualise initial clothing designs 
and patterns. Fashion developers 

must be able to imagine an 
ensemble or piece of clothing before 

making a single stitch, possess an 
eye for design and be frequently 

inspired by the creations of 
others.
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Designers are normally employed by manufacturers, 
wholesalers, or fashion design fi rms. Designers who 
work on a freelance basis can make themselves 
available based on clients’ timetables and deadlines, 
meeting customers when needed (day or night, and 
even on weekends). Freelancers often work longer 
hours and in much smaller projects, and tend to be 
under pressure to satisfy customers in order to keep 
a stable income. All fashion designers, freelancers or 
full-timers, are required to work long hours to meet 
deadlines for product launches or fashion shows.

The nature of the industry requires consistent 
interaction with suppliers, manufacturers and clients 
worldwide. Most designers travel many times a year 
to meet clients, go for fashion courses to learn more 
about the latest trends and developments, meet fabric 
and textile suppliers and manufacturers who produce 
materials for their products.

The Working Environment

Available Courses for Those Pursuing a Career in Fashion Design

Where Can Fashion Designers Work?
Self-Employed/Freelancer
Be prepared to be fi nancially astute 
if you are ready to operate your own 
design offi ce. You can be innovative 
but as the boss of your own design 
brand, you need to be business savvy. 
Be prepared to handle payroll, balance 
sheets, invoices and all other kinds of 
paperwork. If you truly hate this stuff, 
ask your fi nancial advisor to handle 
them, or try to outsource some of the 
administrative parts. 

What sort of business structure do you 
want? There are numerous possibilities, 
including sole trader/enterprise, 
partnership, incorporated company, etc. 
Each has disadvantages and benefi ts 
that you should go over with your 
legal and monetary advisers before 
deciding. Be sure that you are covered 
for liabilities in all scenarios, especially if 
you’re in an especially litigious culture.

Working within the industry
You can work in areas such as wear 
production, fashion marketing 
departments, planning, advertising 
and marketing management, fashion 
media, design manufacturing, 
accessory design, quality control and 
brand promoter. 

You can also be a costume stylist, 
fashion consultant, graphic designer, 
visuals designer, pattern producer or 
a style planner, as well as a clothing 
production manager, textile quality 
control supervisor, showroom sales 
agent, illustrator, cutting assistant and 
outdoor sales representative. 

Working in other related industries
Import and export houses (garments, 
textiles and accessories), garment shop 
chains, fabric mills, natural leather 
businesses, boutiques, fashion show 
organiser, event organiser, media 
houses and fashion magazine editor.

Roles: 
Graphic 

communication is 
basically interaction using 

graphic elements and symbols 
such as glyphs and numbers, 

pictures and also passive add-ons of 
substrates, shades and environments. 
It is the creation and dissemination 
of material, including images and 

words, to convey emotional 
states, information and 

concepts.

Roles: 
Understanding 
customers, and 

promoting sales and 
branding. Also involves 

researching the retail process 
such as competition, 

marketing, consumer buying 
patterns and new  product 

strategies. 

Roles: 
Involved in 

creating layouts and 
structures for knitted, woven, 

non-woven or decorations/patterns 
of materials. Textile designing entails 
producing designs for fabrics used in 
garments, home and offi ce textiles 

such as carpets. In short, textile design 
about of creating completed fabrics 

from raw materials such as 
cotton, wool and synthetic 

fi bres. 

Roles: 
Involved in 

the manufacturing 
of fashion apparel and 

accessories using the newest 
technology. Deals with the 

manufacturing process 
such as pattern making 

and computer-aided 
design.
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Popular Asian Fashion Designers

Jimmy Choo [Malaysia]
Jimmy Choo Ltd. 
Dato’ Jimmy Choo (OBE), born Choo Yeang Keat, is a Malaysian fashion designer based 
in London. He is best known for co-founding Jimmy Choo Ltd that became known for 
its handmade women’s shoes. He is perhaps the most notable of students in Fashion 
Design (shoe craft) of Cordwainers Technical College in Hackney, England, from which he 
graduated 1983. (The college is now part of the London College of Fashion at University 
of the Arts London.) Choo has divulged that he worked part-time at restaurants and as 
a cleaner at a shoe factory to help fund his college education. He obtained an Honorary 
Fellowship by the University of the Arts London in 2011. 

Akira Isogawa [Japan/Australia]
Akira
Akira Isogawa is one of Australia’s most prominent contemporary fashion designers. 
Born in Kyoto in 1964, he immigrated to Australia in 1986, studying fashion at East 
Sydney Technical College, drawing inspiration from contemporary Japanese design. 
Isogawa opened a store in Woollahra, Sydney, in 1993. By the late 1990s, he was known 
internationally. His clothes appear under his own label and are sold in many countries. 
He is one of the few Australian designers to exhibit and sell his clothing in Paris. His 
commercial fashion label, Akira, concentrates on women’s fashion.

Woo Young Mi (or Wooyoungmi) [Korea]
Wooyoungmi
Wooyoungmi was born in Seoul in 1959. Her father brought home decoration magazines, 
which she studied without being able to read them. Wooyoungmi took up fashion studies 
at Sung-kyun-kwan University in Seoul. Upon graduating in 1983 she won the Osaka 
International Fashion Award. She has been shown on the Paris Menswear Week since 2002. 
Architecture is what inspires Wooyoungmi. She draws many similarities between that fi eld 
of design and fashion: creating three-dimensional structures out of fl at surfaces, sheltering 
human bodies from the outer environment.

The outcome of such inspiration, combined with her love for human bodies and clean cuts, 
is clothes made with respect and precision.

Such clothes are dedicated to the “contemporary man”, who appreciates the tradition of 
high-quality tailoring, and also the new value of delicacy, in his clothes.

Sebastian Gunawan [Indonesia]
Sebastian Gunawan
Sebastian Gunawan (born in Jakarta, 2 July 1967) is an Indonesian high-fashion designer 
known for his sophisticated gowns.

He studied at the Susan Budiardjo Fashion School, then moved to Los Angeles and the 
Istituto Artistico dell’abbigliamento Marangoni  (in fashion) in Milan. After studying fashion 
in Italy, he returned to Indonesia to establish his own fashion house and in 1993 launched a 
high-fashion collection called “Sebastian Gunawan”. In the same year he has been chosen 
as Indonesia’s representative in the Young Fashion Designers Contest.

Jasper Garvida [Philippines]
Jasper Garvida
Jasper Garvida (born 3 January 1977 in the Philippines) is a fashion designer. He grew up 
in Canada before moving to London to study fashion design at the prestigious Central St. 
Martins College of Art and Design where he graduated with BA honours. He established 
his eponymous fashion label in September 2008, known for its bold, highly embellished 
womenswear.
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Some Popular Universities in Asia 
offering courses in Fashion Design

Source: www.topuniversities.com 
Note: The above rankings are based on Top 400 World University Ranking by Subject 2013 – Arts & humanities

National University of Singapore
Ranked 17th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Fashion Design
Website: www.nus.edu.sg
Scholarships (partial list): - ASEAN Undergraduate Scholarship (AUS) 
    - Kuok Foundation Undergraduate Awards 2013
    - Temasek Education Foundation (TEF) Sunburst Scholarships 2013

The University of Melbourne
Ranked 19th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Fashion Design
Website: www.unimelb.edu.au
Scholarships (partial list): - International Undergraduate Scholarships 
    - Residential College Scholarship 

The University of Tokyo
Ranked 20th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Fashion Design
Website: www.u-tokyo.ac.jp
Scholarships (partial list): - Scholarship for International Students, The University of Tokyo Foundation
    - Panasonic Scholarships   
    - Yoshida Scholarships Foundation 

University of Queensland
Ranked 50th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Fashion Design
Website: www.uq.edu.au
Scholarships (partial list): - UQ International Scholarship
    - UQ Academic Scholarship

University of New South Wales
Ranked 59th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Fashion Design
Website: www.unsw.edu.au
Scholarships (partial list): - Golden Jubilee Scholarship
    - Australia Development Scholarship

Seoul National University
Ranked 82th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Fashion Design
Website: en.snu.ac.kr
Scholarships (partial list): - International Student Scholarship    
    - Seoul National University Foundation

The Hong Kong Polytechnic University
Ranked 154th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Fashion Design
Website: www.polyu.edu.hk
Scholarships (partial list): - HKSAR Governmenst Scholarship Fund
    - President Emeritus Professor Poon Chung-kwong Scholarship

Nanjing University
Ranked 169th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Fashion Design
Website: www.nju.edu.cn/html/eng/1.html
Scholarships (partial list): - Nanjing Government Scholarship
    - Nanjing University Scholarship for International Students

Keio University
Ranked 169th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Fashion Design
Website: www.keio.ac.jp
Scholarships (partial list): - Japanese Government Scholarship
    - Keio University Scholarship

Wuhan University
Ranked 213th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Fashion Design
Website: en.whu.edu.cn
Scholarships (partial list): - Wuhan University Scholarship
    - China Government Scholarship

COURSES & C AREERS
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Ever wondered how plants grow and evolve? 
Curious about the various functions of 
different parts of the plant? If you are and 
don’t mind getting your hands dirty, botany 
could be your thing.

SCIENCE

More Than 
Just A Plant 
Scientist

What is botany?
Botany, or botanical science, is the scientifi c study of 
plants and one of the sub-disciplines of biology. The 
research fi eld of botany is extremely broad. You get to 
study almost everything about plants, from the cells 
and tissues and their vital processes such as respiration 
and photosynthesis to plants diseases and ways to cure 
them. Due to the wide coverage of different aspects 
of plant science, it is guaranteed that there are many 
career options and study opportunities available.

The scientists who specialise in this particular fi eld 
are known as botanists. They study and do research 
on every single plant that you can fi nd on this earth: 
algae, fungi, conifers, ferns and fl owering plants. 
Whatever plants you can name, botanists study 
everything about them. Since there are many areas 
of study in this wide fi eld, it is normal that botanists 
choose to focus on one particular aspect of the plant. 
Some botanists work on the fi eld while others labour 
in laboratories. Botanists can focus on the structure 
of the plants, with some carrying out experiments to 
discover how plants grow under various conditions.

Plants play a vital role in our daily lives. They provide 
human beings with food and other useful things such 
as wood, fabric and medicine. Plants even beautify 
our environment and take in the carbon dioxide we 
exhale for photosynthesis and releasing oxygen for 
us. With the many wonders attributed to plants and 
their benefi ts to the ecosystem, it is not surprising 
that botany is considered as an extremely wide fi eld          
of science.

BotanistBotanist

Did you know?
Why a Greenhouse? 
Some botanists work in 
greenhouses. A greenhouse is 
a building with roof and walls 
made of glass or transparent 
plastic to ensure that there is 
always enough sunlight for the plants inside. The creation 
of greenhouses goes back to the 16th century when 
European explorers brought exotic plants from the East back 
to their homeland. However, the tropical plants could not 
survive the winter season in European countries – hence, 
the creation of a structure that would enable them to store 
these plants under controlled temperatures. The French 
botanist Charles Lucien Bonaparte (1803-1857) is said to 
have designed the fi rst greenhouse in Leiden, Holland, to 
house medicinal plants. 
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Areas of specialisation in botanical science
As mentioned earlier, the scientifi c fi eld of botany is very vast. One area is 
known as plant anatomy, where botanists carry out research on the cells and 
tissues. Generally, they study the features of different cells and tissues and how 
new cells and tissues are formed.

The various functions, structures and life history of plant cells are further 
investigated in a branch of botany known as cytology, a detailed research of the 
anatomy of a plant. Different cells have distinctive functions of their own, just as 
we have learnt in basic science about plants.

Ecology is the scientifi c fi eld of 
relationship between plants and the 
environment they are living in. Here, 
interactions between plants with other 
plants and their surroundings are studied 
by botanists. Different environments will 
yield different results and outcomes. The 
diversity, distribution, population of the 
plants as well as competition between 
them are also within the scope of study.

Some botanists delve even deeper into 
the genes of the plants or their genetics. 
Here, they will spend their time in labs, 
studying plant genes and their properties 
and functions. Variations in genes and 
what they can inherit are analysed 
carefully to fi nd out which genetic 
attributes can be used and spliced to 
existing plant species to for instance, 
produce new plant variants with higher 
crop yields or resistance to disease.

The vital processes and functions or 
the physiology of plants are among 
the topics of interest to botanists. Plant 
scientists study important plant processes 
such as respiration, photosynthesis and 
reproduction. The existence of plants is 
considered vital; if there are no plants in 
this world, the carbon dioxide released 
by living things on Earth will accumulate 
and eventually cause climate change.

Morphology is the scientifi c study 
of macroscopic plant forms and life 
cycles, as well as the evolution and 
developments of roots, stems and leaves. 
Research is carried out to learn how 
leaves and roots are formed. Different 
plants have different roots, leaves and 
stems. To study more about these 
vital plant parts, botanists have to do 
experiments in greenhouses to study the 
development stages of stems and leaves.

Of course, phytochemistry comes into 
picture when botanical research focuses 
on the chemical side of the life cycles of 
plants. After all, plants processes such as 
respiration and photosynthesis involve 
chemical elements. Take the process 
of photosynthesis for example. In the 
presence of sunlight, carbon dioxide 
(CO2) combines with water (H2O) to 
produce glucose (C6H12O6) and oxygen 
(O2). From the example, basic chemical 
elements such as carbon (C), hydrogen 
(H) and oxygen (O) are involved. When 
it comes to the research of chemical 
products from plants, scientists will 
venture into the fi eld of biochemistry.

Some types of food we consume 
daily come from plants. Some parts of 
plants can be used and manufactured 
into food items. This specifi c area of 
botany is known as food science and 
technology. In this area, botanists study 
different parts of plants and determine 
which parts can be further developed 
into edibles. Such useable parts include 
seeds, fl owers, roots, leaves and fruits. 
Of course, not all these parts can be 
turned into food. For example, the 
tubers of potatoes can be eaten but 
not the leaves, which contain toxic 
glycoalkaloids. Food science is considered 
an interesting fi eld of study in botany.

Another specialised area of the botanical 
science is known as forestry. Here, 

botanists will study trees in the forests. 
This area is less known but quite 
important. Forestry is the study of forest 
management and utilisation of forest 
products. It is the science of managing, 
using and conserving forests and their 
resources to produce environmental 
supplies and services that improve our 
daily lives.

Horticulture is about the production of 
cultivated or ornamental plants and also 
fruit and vegetable crops. Botanists use 
their skills, knowledge and technologies 
to grow plants useful to human beings 
for food or non-food uses such as 
decoration. The fi eld of horticulture is 
a combination of a few aspects of pure 
sciences: chemistry, biology, physics, 
geology, mathematics, and other specifi c 
scientifi c fi elds.

Plants, like humans, will fall sick. To 
fi nd the cures or antidotes to these 
sicknesses, botanists must fi rst study the 
diseases that plants contract. Then, they 
will try to fi gure out how to cure these 
diseases before they could create the 
appropriate antidotes. This fi eld of study 
is known as plant pathology.

Agriculture is considered an 
important fi eld in botanical science. 
This area is basically about the science 
and management of plants for the 
production of food and pharmaceuticals. 
We need food to survive, which is why 
agriculture plays an essential role in our 
daily lives and the economy of a country.

Landscape design is an important 
sub-discipline of horticulture. You 
might have wondered how amazing 
your neighbour’s garden or recreational 
parks look like. The way how plants 
and scenic features such as stones and 
ornaments are arranged must have 
captured your attention and made you 
wonder how this is done. This is where 
landscaping comes in. This fi eld of study 
specialises in combining nature, culture 
and design to create captivating designs 
in gardens and parks.

Note: There is a branch of study 
in the linguistic fi eld also know 
as morphology. In linguistics, 
morphology is the study of 
structure of languange’s phonemes 
and other linguistic units. Don’t 
confuse between the two.
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Career prospects
Botanists normally work outdoors. As they are in constant 
contact with plants, botanists need to be in places where 
they are surrounded with plants. Greenhouses and forests are 
two such places. Some botanists carry out their research in 
laboratories. The outcomes of their research would defi nitely 
help improve our daily lives. There are many industries that 
botanists can enter, such as forestry, food science and 
technology, and horticulture.

Botanists can work as food scientists. As food science is 
one of the vital areas of study in botany, many companies in 
the food industry defi nitely need a lot of food scientists to 
help them research and develop food. There’s no shortage of 
opportunities.

People who obtain a degree in botany can also become 
landscape designers. Landscape designers use their 
knowledge, expertise and creativity to design beautiful 
gardens and recreational parks. City councils and land 
developers will hire landscape designers to help them develop 
of land plots and properties. 

Botany may not be among the top choices of students. 
Some people may not have heard about it because it is 
not as popular as courses like accounting, engineering, 
medicine and public relations. But, don’t assume that 
something doesn’t exist just because you have not 
heard or read about it. Botany is also an important 
scientifi c fi eld.

Since it is not a popular choice, only a few colleges and 
universities worldwide offer botany courses, and the 
focus of the courses are also quite limited. Of the areas 
listed on previous page, only horticulture and agriculture 
courses are available. Botany courses of degree and 
master’s levels are offered by some universities.

Here are some of the subjects you will study when 
you enrol in botanical science courses:

• Life science
• Analytical and research techniques

• Crop protection
• Plant biotic interactions

• Plant protection technology
• Applied plant sciences

• Ethnobotany
• Environmental plant physiology

• Biodiversity and evolution
• Evolutionary biology

• Plant-soil relationships
• Licheus and Bryophytes
• Seeds and germination

• Metabolism and environmental stress
• Ecology

• Science communication
• Weed biology and control

• Flowering plants of the world
• Plant breeding

• Micropropagation
• Genetic manipulation

• Plant survival
• Soil science

• Organismal biology
• Marine algae

• Environmental pollution
• Microbial diversity

• Fungal biology
• Photobiochemistry

• Habitats and ecosystems
• Vegetative and fl oral development

• Plant ecophysiology
• Landscape studies and conservation

• Photosynthesis
• Biostatistics

Of course, you need to examine the course structure 
carefully to fi nd out which are the subjects you’re going 
to study. This list just gives you a general idea of what 
subjects to expect as you proceed from one semester to 
another. You get to study some of them but not all. It all 
depends on the duration and course structure.

What you will be studying THERE ARE MANY INDUSTRIES 
THAT BOTANISTS CAN ENTER, 
SUCH AS FORESTRY, FOOD 
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, 
AND HORTICULTURE
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Some Popular Universities in Asia offering 
courses in Botany under Environmental Sciences 

Kyoto University
Ranked 35th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Environmental Sciences
Website: www.kyoto-u.ac.jp/en 
Scholarships (partial list): - Japanese Government Scholarship
                                       - Honors Scholarship

National University of Singapore
Ranked 24th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Environmental Sciences
Website: www.nus.edu.sg
Scholarships (partial list): - ASEAN Undergraduate Scholarship (AUS) 
                                      - Kuok Foundation Undergraduate Awards 2013
                                           - Temasek Education Foundation (TEF) Sunburst Scholarships 2013

Australian National University
Ranked 27th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Environmental Sciences
Website: www.anu.edu.au
Scholarships (partial list): - ANU International University Scholarship
                   - Chancellor’s Undergraduate Scholarship for the Diplomatic Corps in Australia

The University of Western Australia
Ranked 84th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Environmental Sciences 
Website: www.uwa.edu.au
Scholarships (partial list): - Australian Development Scholarships
                                       - Endeavour Awards

University of Adelaide
Ranked 104th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Environmental Sciences
Website: www.adelaide.edu.au 
Scholarships (partial list): - Adelaide International Undergraduate Scholarships (AIUS)
                                       - Ashok Khurana Scholarship for Outstanding Indian Students
                                       - Adelaide Sarawak Alumni Scholarships

City University of Hong Kong
Ranked 104th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Environmental Sciences
Website: www.cityu.edu.hk 
Scholarships (partial list): - AIA Foundation Scholarship
                                            - Chiap Hua Cheng’s Foundation Scholarships
                                            - Providence Foundation Scholarships

Yonsei University
Ranked 114th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Environmental Sciences
Website: www.yonsei.ac.kr/eng 
Scholarships (partial list): - Eagle Scholarship
                                           - University Designated Scholarship

Kyushu University
Ranked 133rd in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Environmental Sciences
Website: www.kyushu-u.ac.jp/english  
Scholarships (partial list): - Japanese Government Scholarship 
                                           - Friendship Scholarship

Fudan University
Ranked 88th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Environmental Sciences 
Website: www.fudan.edu.cn/englishnew 
Scholarships (partial list): - China Government Special Scholarship
                                           - Shanghai Government Scholarship

National Tsing Hua University
Ranked 199th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Environmental Sciences
Website: www.nthu.edu.tw/english  
Scholarships (partial list): - NTHU International Student Scholarship
                                           - Taiwan Scholarship

Source: www.topuniversities.com
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Is Hospitality 
Your Cup of Tea?

“Hospitality industry” defi nes a broad category of fi elds within the service industry 
that includes lodging, restaurants, event planning, theme parks, transportation, cruise 

lines, and additional fi elds within the tourism industry. Whether you are looking for a 
career change or are simply considering your future career options, you should probably 

consider a career path that will land you in one of the top hospitality jobs. 

Benefits of Choosing Hospitality As A 
Career Path

EXCLUSIVE FEATURE
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To put this in perspective, the US 
Bureau of Labor Statistics projects the 
hospitality industry to grow by 17.7% 
between 2010 and 2014, adding more 
than 2.2 million new job opportunities. 
This industry rewards people who 
work hard, and is perfect for those 
who have the ability to constantly 
learn and improve, whether they have 
been formally educated or have honed 
their skills over time. This is why it 
is a combination of education and 
experience that makes for the best and 
most successful hospitality employee.

Career Paths of a 
Hospitality Management 
Student
The hospitality industry offers career 
paths that refl ect its dynamic, often 
vibrant nature. There are many 
opportunities to start at the bottom 
and work your way up to management 
– you just need to set your goals and 
gain the appropriate experience and 
training and work hard. Career paths in 
the hospitality industry are not always 
vertical. Many people working in the 
industry move sideways, progressing to 
a similar-level position in a different part 
of the industry. For example, a manager 
may move from working in a club to 
a managerial position in a restaurant. 
Or they could move to a different job 
in the same business like, for example, 
being a manager in a hotel. 

Mid-level and executive-level 
hospitality management jobs are 
more likely to require specialised 
training and an associate or bachelor’s 
degree. For example, candidates for 
hotel management and executive 
positions may need a degree in hotel 
management or administration. Human-
resource management positions may 
require degrees in business or human 
resources. Other useful degrees for 
hospitality management jobs include 
tourism management, culinary arts, 
marketing, public relations and, of 
course, hospitality management. 

In addition to the many job 
opportunities, a career in hospitality 
not only offers one a way to earn a 
very good living but also a chance to 
work in a dynamic environment. With 
that in mind, here are some of the 
top career paths (but not limited to) in 
hospitality management.

Hotel General Manager 
The responsibilities are to direct everything involved in the operation 
and fi nancial viability of the property; creates standards for personnel 
administration and performance, service to patrons, room rates, advertising, 
publicity and food selection. 

This position needs a bachelor degree in business management, with some 
experience in accounting, hotel administration, economics, marketing, 
housekeeping, food service management, and hotel maintenance and engineering, 
as well as knowledge of computers and specifi c hotel-related software. 

Aspects of managerial skills that are needed include customer service, 
interpersonal skills, management, leadership, and skills in listening, organising, 
and problem solving. 

Front-office Manager
Ensures accommodations meet guest expectations, and greets hotel guests 
when needed. They also hire, train and schedule front-offi ce staff. Other duties 
can include overseeing reservations, assigning rooms, and handling billing and 
accounts. Front-offi ce managers also respond to customer complaints and 
ensure that staff members respond to guests’ special requests. 

Degree programmes in hospitality management include coursework in 
accounting, marketing, housekeeping 
management, economics, hotel management 
and maintenance. Some hotels offer training 
for managers that includes courses in 
the specifi c needs of the facility,  such as 
reservations software. 

Front-offi ce managers usually obtain their 
position after gaining experience working 
in the facility. Hotel administrators or 
upper management may select employees 
who have demonstrated leadership and 
excellent customer service for the job. 
Experience working with customers in a 
hotel helps to hone skills in customer service, 
communication, listening, organisation, time 
management, and problem solving.

EXCLUSIVE FEATURE



33easyuni Guide 2014    Issue 2

Executive Chef
Responsible for all aspects of food production, including menu planning, 
purchasing, costing, and planning work schedules. 

Bachelor’s degree programmes in culinary arts combine academic study 
and hands-on training in full-scale food service kitchens. Students are 
taught by professional chefs and trained in all aspects of the culinary arts, 
including nutrition, food safety and production. 

This job requires one to lead the kitchen staff, as 
well as organising skills as the kitchen needs to be 
systematically run and prepared for contingencies. 
Creativity is a must for creating unique and memorable 
restaurant concepts, menus and recipes from scratch. 
Most kitchens require executive chefs with a minimum 
of seven to eight years’ experience and the ability to 
manage menu pricing and inventory, lead a team and 
showcase fi ne culinary skills. Most executive chefs carry 
a degree from a culinary institute.

Food and Beverage 
Manager 
Responsible for overall operation for 
hotel restaurants, bars and lounges, 
food and beverage managers hire 
staff, purchase food and stock, and 
make sure everyone is trained in 
proper food preparation, proper 
and legal procedures in serving 
alcoholic beverages, kitchen safety 
techniques, and health standards. 

A bachelor’s degree in food service 
management or something similar 
is becoming increasingly valuable. 
The skills or aptitude required for 
this job are management skills as 
food and beverage managers not 
only deal with food but also cost 
pricing, creating work schedules, 
and more. Problem-solving skills 
are crucial for dealing with confl ict 
among employees, which can 
impair service quality if allowed 
to fester. They also need stamina 
because they can expect long 
days in hot kitchen environments. 
Speaking skills are needed when 
communicating standards and food 
preparation methods to staff. 
 

Hotel Sales Manager
Responsible for bringing in guests 
and business for the hotel. They may 
work with senior sales managers or 
owners to plan sales promotions, set 
sales goals, and train staff. 

Employers generally look for 
applicants with a bachelor’s degree 
or master’s degree in a business-
related major. Business math courses 
like economics, accounting, statistics, 
sales, and fi nances are recommended 
for future hotel sales managers. 
Leadership skills, a proven sales 
record, and presentation experience 
help hotel sales managers to succeed 
in this stressful job. Sometimes, 
they have to work longer than 
the traditional forty-hour week. 
Travelling locally, regionally, and 
nationally to meet prospective guests 
and other sales managers to discuss 
business is often necessary. Transfers 
from one offi ce to another are also 
common in this career, so hotel sales 
managers should be comfortable 
with relocating if needed.

Casino General 
Manager 
Performs a wide range of 
tasks to ensure effi cient 
operation of a casino in the 
hotel. If you take on this 
job, your primary duties 
will include ensuring that 
the casino and all of its 
employees comply with 
government regulations and 
making sure the casino earns 
a profi t. You will also have 
the duty of hiring, training, 
fi ring and overseeing 
supervisors and non-
management employees. You 
might also have responsibility 
for creating and/or 
approving work schedules. 
Management courses, 
especially those that focus 
on gaming or hospitality, are 
needed for this job.

Housekeeping Manager 
Oversees the activities of housekeepers, maids and other cleaning personnel 
to ensure cleanliness in such facilities as hotels, motels, hospitals, schools 
and government buildings. Some housekeeping managers are employed by 
cleaning agencies or are owners of cleaning agencies themselves. The duties 
of a housekeeping manager can include hiring employees, assigning work, 
inspecting work, purchasing housekeeping supplies, investigating complaints 
and conducting employee training. 

A minimum of four years experience in all aspects of housekeeping in a 
large, multi-use facility is required, with at least two years of supervisory 
experience. The ability to anticipate customer needs, change goals and 
direction quickly and multitask, as well as working knowledge of rooms 
management systems are needed. 

Chief Executive Steward 
Coordinates and supervises all 
activities related to food storage. A 
chief hotel steward, receives, stores, 
processes and issues food as well as 
all other supplies related to the dietary 
department in a hotel. It is necessary 
for a chief steward to have, at the very 
least, a bachelor’s degree in hospitality 
or hotel management, and must have 
several years’ work experience within 
the hospitality industry. 

A chief hotel steward must have 
excellent communication skills, 
leadership skills, and interpersonal 
skills. As a leader, a chief hotel 
steward should be able to 
solve problems and handle all 
situations that could arise in the 
workplace. He should also be 
very well organised and have a 
comprehensive knowledge of the 
food service operations of a hotel.

EXCLUSIVE FEATURE
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Other Options for Bachelor Degree Graduates 

Combining Experience with Education in the Hospitality Industry 

Meeting and Event Planner
Plans and coordinates a variety of events, such as business 
meetings, weddings and education conferences. The job 
might sound exciting, but a lot of hard work goes into 
planning an event according to clients’ expectations. Prior 
to hosting an event, planners meet with clients to discuss 
the purpose of the meeting, expected attendance and 
budgets. Planners use this information to search for venues, 
make contracts with vendors and coordinate food and 
transportation services. Planners may also take responsibility 
for greeting and registering guests on the day of the event. 
Communication skills, listening skills,  organization skills, 
and creativity, are needed for this job. 

Choosing a university degree is far from easy 
and fi nishing one is an achievement in itself, 
especially within the hospitality industry 
which demands a working commitment. 
Hospitality is an industry that immediately 
ticks all the boxes in terms of stimulating 
students through robust degree courses, 
which usually involve a year’s placement 
for on-the-job experience. This depth of 
study allows graduates to gain a wealth of 
experience before completing their degree 
course, putting them in a great position when 
looking for jobs once they graduate. 

The hospitality industry is focused on making 
sure that customers and guests experience 
a great time as much as it can. Students 
majoring in hospitality management can 
choose from a variety of career paths that 
focus on customer service. Although a 
hospitality management degree can prepare 
you for entry-level management positions, 
non-management career opportunities also 
exist. Knowing a few of the common career 
choices for hospitality management majors 
can help you select the career path that is best 
for you. These are the options you can take:

Fast-food Chain/Restaurant Manager
This managerial position will help you grow as you start 
your young career. The role has a strong hospitality element, 
ensuring that the restaurant delivers high-quality food and 
drink and good customer service. However, it also includes 
activities common to business managers within any sector, 
including overseeing marketing, sales, operations, fi nance 
and human resources. This job requires a bachelor’s degree 
in hotel and restaurant management. Leadership qualities 
and interpersonal skills are important, as well as skills in 
management, organising, and problem solving. 

Learning 
by experience

There are a few different ways 
you can learn and grow as hospitality 

staff, based on your own experiences. One 
way is by looking back on good and bad 

customer service you have personally received. 
Knowing what works and what doesn’t, from 

the perspective of the guest or customer, is very 
important when trying to improve your own 
customer service skills. Additionally, on-the-

job experience is invaluable. No amount 
of education can replace what you 
learn on the job, where you deal 

with real customers and 
situations.

Learn 
from others

Learning from your own 
mistakes and experience is one 

thing, but having the opportunity to 
learn from professionals in the industry 
while on the job will get you far. Asking 

questions, learning from superiors or 
having a mentor are all things that 

will help you learn while on the 
job and will get you higher 

up on that ladder in no 
time.

Enhancing 
your experience

The great thing about the hospitality 
industry is that you don’t actually need 

higher education or experience when you are 
fi rst starting out. Generally, you can get an entry-
level position based purely on your attitude and 

ability to give quality customer service. However, you 
are unlikely to want to stay in an entry-level position 

forever, so being motivated to enhance your own 
career will bring you success. Step out of your comfort 

zone and try your hand at something different in 
the realm of hospitality. If you have always been 

a server or bartender, try moving to a guest 
services position. Showing a little initiative 

when it comes to enhancing your 
career will get you a long way 

in this industry.
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Some Popular Universities in Asia 
offering courses in Hospitality Studies

Source: www.topuniversities.com
Note: The above rankings are based on Top 400 World University Ranking by Subject 2013 - Social Sciences and Management. 
The Social Sciences and Management studies are the nearest subject to Hospitality studies, categorised under the Social Sciences and Management faculty.

University of Hong Kong
Ranked 20th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Social Sciences and Management
Website: www.hku.hk
Scholarships (partial list): - AIA Foundation Scholarship    
    - Bank of China (Hong Kong) 
    - HKU Students Scholarship

Nanyang Technological University
Ranked 36th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Social Sciences and Management
Website: www.ntu.edu.sg
Scholarships (partial list): - International Enterprise Singapore’s Young Talent Program
    - Yayasan MENDAKI Scholarship    
    - Kuok Foundation Undergraduate Awards
University of Queensland
Ranked 40th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Social Sciences and Management
Website: www.uq.edu.au
Scholarships (partial list): - UQ International Scholarship
    - UQ Academic Scholarship
    - Australia Awards Scholarship
Tsinghua University
Ranked 41th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Social Sciences and Management
Website: www.tsinghua.edu.cn
Scholarships (partial list): - Tuition Scholarship of Tsinghua University (International students)
    - Chinese Government Scholarship   
    - Beijing Government Scholarship
Monash University
Ranked 43th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Social Sciences and Management
Website: www.monash.edu.au
Scholarships (partial list): - Accounting and Finance Honours Scholarship
    - Monash International Merit Scholarship

The Hong Kong Polytechnic University
Ranked 77th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Social Sciences and Management
Website: www.polyu.edu.hk
Scholarships (partial list): - HKSAR Government Scholarship Fund – Talent Development Scholarship 2013/14

Singapore Management University
Ranked 116th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Social Sciences and Management
Website: www.smu.edu.sg
Scholarships (partial list): - Tanoto Scholarship
    - Lee Foundation Student Life Scholarship

The University of Western Australia
Ranked 144th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Social Sciences and Management
Website: www.uwa.edu.au
Scholarships (partial list): - Australia Foundation Scholarships
    - UWA Scholarships
    - Commonwealth Scholarships
Victoria University of Wellington
Ranked 148th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Social Sciences and Management
Website: www.victoria.ac.nz
Scholarships (partial list): - ASEAN Scholarships
    - New Zealand Development Scholarship
Nanjing University
Ranked 173th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Social Sciences and Management
Website: www.nju.edu.cn/html/eng
Scholarships (partial list): - China Government Scholarship
    - Nanjing Government Scholarship
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Environmental 
Science 

to the Fore

Even without super powers, you can help 
save the world 

Today, the demand for professionals in environmental science is in line with the 
increasing focus on such matters by many worldwide authorities and organisations. 

According to the United States Bureau of Labor Statistics, there will be an expected rise 
in the demand for environmental science-related jobs in the next decade. 

With over seven billion people on Earth, there have been signs of ubiquitous change in 
the environment: shrinking reserves of non-renewable fuel sources, deforestation, and 

climate change.
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Why environmental science jobs?
We need individuals to take up tasks related to environmental science to protect and preserve the 
environment for future generations. Environmental science is generally defi ned as a biologically based 
study that focuses on the relationship between the environment and various organisms on the planet. 
This fi eld has many career advancement options in numerous distinctive sectors, including hydrology, 
environmental engineering, environmental science consulting and environmental science technology. 
Here are some of the popular sectors of environmental science you might be interested in.

Animal 
Science
If you are 
passionate 
about animals, 
then this fi eld is 
for you. Animal 
science involves studying the biology of 
animals including reproduction, genetics, 
nutrition, physiology, growth, behaviour 
and management. Students will be 
equipped with essential skills in animal 
management and other relevant aspects. 
There will be a lot of training and 
research. Graduates can opt for careers 
in agriculture or health organisations. 
Courses in animal science usually require 
advanced knowledge in biology and 
chemistry. According to the US Bureau 
of Labor Statistics, animal scientists can 
expect an average income of US$61,680 
per year.

Hydrology
Hydrologists are required to do 
in-depth research about the 
properties and distribution of water. 
In short, it involves going deep into 
the Earth’s complex water cycle 
to identify problems and provide 
feasible solutions. In most cases, 
hydrologists are required to have a 
master’s degree or PhD to further 
their careers. These individuals 
usually work for natural resources 
companies, civil and environmental 
engineering fi rms, environmental 
and forestry consulting fi rms, and 
municipal, provincial/state and 
federal government departments. 
TV channels such as Discovery 
Channel and National Geographic 
would require hydrologists for their 
TV programmes related to water. 
Since water is one of our most 
crucial natural resources, we will 
need more hydrologists in the near 
future. The US Bureau of Labor 
Statistics estimates that hydrologists 
can bring in an average income of 
US$75,690 annually.

Environmental Engineering
Environmental engineers typically 
deal with issues like acid rain, global 
warming and the thinning of the ozone 
layer. If you are an environmental 
engineer, you would be developing 
solutions to environmental issues. This 
can range from initiatives to encourage 
recycling amongst the public to 
planning environmental quality-control 
checks. Environmental engineers are 
most in demand in the manufacturing, 
mining, wastewater management and 
environment remediation industries. 
Be informed that it is important that 
you are interested in biology, physics, 
chemistry and maths in order to be in 
this sector. According to the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics, environmental 
engineers can expect to earn an 
average of US$78,740 per year.

Environmental Science Technology
Environmental science technicians rely more on their observation and investigation 
skills to deal with environmental issues that could pose potential harm to 
humankind. This calls for environmental inspection, setting up and maintenance of 
equipment used to check levels of pollution and communicating analytical fi ndings 
to the respective organisations or companies. You can expect to be working in the 
fi elds of environmental engineering technology, safety management, design and 
environmental consulting, loss control and industrial hygiene. 

This fi eld needs teamwork as environmental scientists or individuals of 
relevant expertise will supervise the environmental science technicians and 
evaluate their fi ndings. Jobs in environmental science technology require good 
skills in science subjects and math, due to the emphasis in data gathering and 
analysis. As an environmental science technician, you can expect an average 
pay of US$41,380 annually.
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Do you have what it takes?
The job may pay well, but if you are hardly 
passionate about it, then you could have a 
hard time. Besides the required certifi cates, 
here are some of the hard and soft skills 
that are essential to your success in the 
fi eld of environmental science.

1) Analytical and problem-
solving skills
In environmental science jobs, there will 
be a lot of research and analyses. An 
environmental scientist must consider all 
possibilities that would help formulate 
solutions to a particular problem. If you 
are always the one who comes up with 
the best and most effi cient solution 
to a problem, then you might be able 
to do the same when faced with an 
environmental problem. 

2) Analytical and 
presentation skills
Most environmental science jobs 
produce volumes of fi ndings that must 

be properly presented.  Environment 
scientists also need to have information-
compiling skills to ensure the fi ndings 
are coherently explained. Having good 
speaking and writing skills can also help 
with documenting fi ndings, preparing 
reports, and convincing others to accept 
your recommendations and solutions to a 
particular environmental problem. 

3) Teamwork and Critical-
Thinking Skills
Environmental science technicians, 
specialists, and other relevant personnel 
are usually required to work as a team 
in many circumstances. Therefore, it is 
crucial to have everyone on the same 
page on projects, some of which may 
take years to complete. Cooperation 
and camaraderie will go a fair way in 
maintaining team cohesion and ensure 
success. Critical-thinking skills come in 
when developing plans or proposals to 
reduce environmental threats. If you are 
an introvert, it’s time to beef up on your 
communication skills.

Environmental Science Consulting
In order to be an environmental science consultant, you would need to have 
several core competencies in this fi eld of environmental science. With similar 
objectives and goals as the previous career options, the job exists to identify and 
rectify environmental issues that can pose potential harm to human populations. 
The most popular career option in this fi eld is to be an environmental health 
specialist, who studies how the environment can impact people’s health. In 
this case, you would be the one who determines whether drinking water in a 
particular area is safe for consumption. A bachelor’s degree in natural science is 
required for relevant jobs. In this fi eld, fresh graduates usually start as research 
assistants or fi eld analysts in offi ces and laboratories before rising into prominent 
positions in an organisation. Expect an average income of US$61,700 a year.

Biotechnology
Biotechnology is another 
fi eld with high employment 
opportunities in Asia. Studying 
biotechnology opens you to 
various career opportunities. To 
excel in biotechnology, make sure 
that you are interested in entering 
the agriculture sector, as you 
would most likely be specialising 
in biofuel, bioremediation or 
‘white biotechnology’. 

Agricultural biotechnology 
involves developing genetically 
customised plants that can reduce 
the use of harmful chemicals. 
Just like any other environmental 
science-related jobs, this fi eld 
would require data gathering 
and researching skills. One 
such job would let you earn an 
approximately US$41,000 a year.

One focus of the biofuel sector 
is to help reduce the use of 
petroleum-based fuels that 
potentially harm the environment. 
Successful corporations tend to 
employ agricultural engineers 
and scientists who usually earn a 
median amount of US$30,000. 
The bioremediation and ‘white 
biotechnology’ sectors also 
encourage ‘green’ earth-friendly 
environments.

Other options include venturing 
into the education fi eld, botany 
studies, ecology studies, and 
oceanography studies. These 
will take you to even more 
career paths – be a scientist, 
an archaeologist, ecologist, 
microbiologist, political scientist, 
and so much more!

In a nutshell
Environmental science jobs are growing in demand, creating a window of opportunity 
for job seekers looking for somewhat unconventional career paths. As our planet’s 
human population continues to grow, the delicate balance between their needs and 
environmental conservation will become harder to maintain. That’s where you could 
come in—you would thrive in this job environment if you’re ready to accept the 
challenges offered by the various sectors in environmental science.  

It is crucial for us to preserve a habitable environment while maintaining the balance 
in the ecosystem. Without proper care, our planet will become an uninhabitable 
wasteland, devoid of life and the means to sustain it. If you fi nd that you have a passion 
for the environment, check out the available majors in environmental science and fi nd 
the right one for you!
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Some Popular  Universities offering 
courses in Environmental Science 

Source: www.topuniversities.com 

The University of Tokyo
Ranked 25th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Environmental Sciences
Website: www.kyoto-u.ac.jp/en 
Scholarships (partial list): - The University of Tokyo Foundation scholarship for International Students
    - Panasonic Scholarships   
    - Yoshida Scholarships Foundation

University of Queensland, Australia
Ranked 9th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Environmental Sciences
Website: www.uq.edu.au
Scholarships (partial list): - University of Queensland International Scholarship  
    - University of Queensland Academic Scholarship Program
    - Malaysia Global Leaders Scholarship   
    - University of Queensland Gatton Halls Scholarships

Seoul National University
Ranked 38th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Environmental Sciences
Website: www.useoul.edu
Scholarships (partial list): - Graduate Scholarship for Excellent Foreign Students (GSFS)  
    - Overseas Koreans Scholarship
    - Korean Government Scholarship Program (KGSP)
Peking University, China
Ranked 39th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Environmental Sciences 
Website: english.pku.edu.cn
Scholarships (partial list): - Peking University Academic Excellence Scholarships  
    - Chinese Government Scholarships
The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology
Ranked 49th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Environmental Sciences
Website: www.ust.hk/eng 
Scholarships (partial list): - AIA Foundation Scholarship    
    - HSBC Hong Kong Scholarship
    - BNP PARIBAS Scholarship

Tokyo Institute of Technology
Ranked 127th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Environmental Sciences
Website: www.titech.ac.jp/english 
Scholarships (partial list): - Japanese Government Scholarship
    - Honors Scholarship for Privately Financed International Students
    - Sagawa Scholarship Foundation

Hokkaido University
Ranked 55th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Environmental Sciences
Website: www.oia.hokudai.ac.jp 
Scholarships (partial list): - Hokkaido University Scholarship
    - Japanese Government Scholarship

University of Auckland
Ranked 66th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Environmental Sciences
Website: www.auckland.ac.nz  
Scholarships (partial list): - The University of Auckland Commonwealth Scholarships
    - New Zealand Pacifi c Scholarships

Shanghai Jiao Tong University
Ranked 63th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Environmental Sciences 
Website: en.sjtu.edu.cn 
Scholarships (partial list): - STJU Scholarship
    - Chinese Government Scholarship
    - Shanghai Government Scholarship

Zheijiang University
Ranked 100th in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013 - Environmental Sciences
Website: www.zju.edu.cn/english  
Scholarships (partial list): - Chinese Government Scholarship
    - CUCAS Scholarship
    - Zheijiang University Scholarship
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Pilots 
Great Prospects 

around the World
More people are fl ying nowadays, as airfares become cheaper due to stiff 

competition and the emergence of budget airlines. Airbus’s latest prediction is 
that air traffi c will grow 4.7% annually over the next 20 years, consistent with 
Boeing’s forecast of 5% annual growth. As such, airlines from the Asia-Pacifi c 
region plan to expand to cope and orders for new aircrafts have increased to 

accommodate the growing number of passengers. 
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Unfortunately, there are not enough pilots. Boeing has 
estimated that 192,300 new pilots will be needed in Asia-
Pacifi c in the next 20 years; 99,700 needed in Europe; 85,700 
in North America; 48,600 in Latin America and 40,000 in 
the Middle East. Many countries such as the US and even 
Vietnam have already reported a shortage of pilots for now, 
that there are plans to recall pilots who have been granted 
leave of absence.

This shortage is not driven by the expansion of airlines alone. 
Other factors include a large number of pilots approaching 
the retirement age of 65 in the US, the increased training of 
pilots and extended rest period of 10 hours. The minimum 
number of fl ying hours required for co-pilots in the US has 
also been increased to 1,500 hours, just as many as captains. 
All these only serve to indicate that demand for pilots is high 
around the world.

The types of pilots
Did you know that there 
are more than 25 types of 
pilots? And the shortage 
applies across all types. 
Here are some of the more 
common types of pilots:

Commercial pilot
These are the ones that fl y you to your holidays. As a 
commercial pilot, you can fl y domestic or international, 
depending on your experience and the airline you are attached 
to. You will get to fl y various types of passenger airplanes but 
you will fi rst undergo training and certifi cation on each type 
used by the company. 

Military pilots
If you have a higher level of adrenaline 
than an average pilot, plus some daredevil 
instincts, you might be suited for military 
service. Military pilots transport troops, 
equipment and supplies to service zones. 
They also conduct both combat and 
humanitarian missions. Some military pilots 
are employed as test pilots to evaluate 
new and advanced fi ghter jets, planes and 
helicopter prototypes.

Cargo pilot
Also known as freight pilots, cargo pilots’ scope 
of work is similar to commercial pilots, except that 
cargo pilots carry cargo instead of passengers. 
Pilots who have worked carrying both passengers 
and cargo have reported that it is easier to carry 
cargo than having to deal with the varied antics 
of passengers. Another plus point is that cargo 
pilots earn more than commercial ones but 
delivery fl ights often take off at night.

Flight instructor
This option is for pilots who have 
already graduated and would like to be 
instructors. Flight instructors will be based 
at fl ying schools, either military or civilian, 
to hone the skills of new pilots. Lessons 
will cover safety, aviation history and 
fl ying procedures. 

Test pilots
There are three types of test pilots: fl ight research, developmental fl ight 
test, and production fl ight test. Flight research pilots, also known as 
experimental fl ight pilots, fl y airplanes that have never been tested or 
planes that were developed for scientifi c research. But before the fl ight 
research pilots can start work, the developmental fl ight pilots will make 
sure that the prototypes are safe to be tested by fi rst testing the parts of 
each craft. Production fl ight pilots will inspect the planes as soon as they 
come off the assembly line to make sure that the planes confi rm to the 
design specifi cations. 
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Whichever type of fl ying you choose 
to do, know that a pilot doesn’t just 
fl y the aircraft. A pilot has to perform 
pre-fl ight inspections and check the 
fl ight logs before take-off. They also 
have to confi rm fl ight plans and check 
the weather before departing. Pilots 
are also responsible for the safety of 
all crew and passengers on board, 
which is why you would hear them 
make announcements requesting air 
crew to take their seats before taking 
off and landing. 

So how do I become       
a pilot?

Take an 
introductory flight
You may have your mind 

set on being a pilot but you may not 
have an idea of what it’s like. Some 
academies offer short, introductory 
fl ights where you can experience what 
it feels like being at the cockpit. This 
will give you an idea of what your 
career will be like for, hopefully, many 
years. If there aren’t any introductory 
fl ights available, you could look for a 
place with fl ight stimulators. 

Find a flight school
Some airlines have their own 
fl ight academies; a portion of 

the studies may be subsidised but there 
will be a bond to serve with the airlines 
upon completing the course. There are 
also many private fl ight academies as 
well, which is the most common kind of 
fl ight schools that aspiring pilots choose 
to join. Do some research to make sure 
that the fl ight school you have your 
eyes on is accredited and experienced in 
the industry.

Select a private 
license type
All aspiring pilots will start 

out with a student license before 
having to choose a license type for 
their specialisation. As you will be 
fl ying as a career, choose a private 
license. A private license entitles you to 
fl y with the least limitations including 
professionally, in bad weather and 
fl ying an airplane with two or more 
engines. Other types of certifi cates are 
recreational and sport; the former is 
what you’ll need if you just want to fl y 

leisurely with just one passenger, while 
the latter allows you to fl y only one- or 
two-seater planes.

Pass a medical 
examination
Before you can start lessons, 

you will need to be declared fi t for 
fl ying by a doctor qualifi ed to perform 
fl ight physicals. The fl ying school 
will arrange this for you, so don’t 
worry. Some airlines allow glasses for 
correction of vision; if you are colour 
blind, you may still be allowed to fl y 
with some conditions.

Get your pilot 
license
This is when the fun starts! 

Flying lessons are divided into two 
phases: ground lessons and practical 
lessons. Ground lessons teach you 
everything you will encounter in the air 
and usually takes a total of 36 hours. 

Ground lessons must be completed 
before you are allowed to start practical 
lessons in the air. Students must 
complete at least 20 hours of assisted 
fl ight and 20 hours of solo fl ight before 
taking an exam and being issued their 
pilot license.

Fly more hours
Having a pilot license alone 
doesn’t qualify you to fl y 

commercially. You must log in hundreds 
of fl ying hours in various aircrafts before 
you are allowed to seek employment. 
Having a degree will boost your chances 
of getting employment. Degrees related 
to the fi eld of aviation and aeronautical 
sciences are the most favoured. 

Before you take your fi rst step into the 
world of aviation, you must know that 
the profession of pilots is not like any 
other. Working hours are irregular and 
you may have to spend long periods 
away from home and family. If you 
can make that sacrifi ce for your love of 
fl ying, you are ready for take-off.

1.

2.

6.

5.

4.

3.
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Some Popular Academies in Asia 
offering Pilot Training

Note: No rankings were available for the above fl ying academies. 

Malaysian Airlines Academy 
Malaysia
Website: www.malaysiaairlines.com

AAA Academy (All Asia Aviation Academy)
Philippines
Website: aaa-central.com  

Asia Pacific Flight Training (APFT)
Malaysia
Website: www.apft.edu.my  

Cathay Pacific Airways - Aviation Training 
Hong Kong
Website: aviationtraining.cathaypacifi c.com

Australian Wings Academy
Australia
Website: australianwingsacademy.com  

Sriracha Aviation
Thailand
Website: www.sravia.co.th

International Aviation Academy of New Zealand
New Zealand
Website: www.fl ighttraining.co.nz  

Singapore Flying College (SFC) 
Singapore
Website: www.sfcpl.com 

Hong Kong Flight Training Centre                             
(A collaboration with University of Hong Kong)
Hong Kong
Website: www.hkftc.com  

HM Aerospace (HMA) 
Malaysia
Website: www.hmaerospace.com
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Looking for a Future Unlimited? 

Think Australia
Do you have unlimited aspirations for your future? Do you want to excel in your chosen career 
or, more importantly, make a difference in the world? Then turn your dreams into reality with 

an Australian qualifi cation. Students in Australia are given the opportunity to not only develop 
the knowledge and skills necessary for a great career, but also build lasting friendships and 

networks — the foundations for a Future Unlimited.

Selecting an institution and course
With more than 1,200 institutions and 22,000 courses available 
in Australia, there is a diverse range of quality study options. 
A good place to start gathering information about courses, 
institutions and scholarships is the offi cial Australian Government 
website, Study in Australia (www.studyinaustralia.gov.au).

The website has a course search functionality allowing you 
to easily fi nd an institution and/or course to take. Videos of 
former students and alumni talking about their experiences 
helps you understand and appreciate exactly what it’s like to 
study and live in Australia.

Australian course options go well beyond traditional subjects 
like business, fi nance, engineering or medicine. Many 
institutions offer niche courses such as logistics, culinary arts, 
photography, design and personal training. The courses and 
institutions you pick should best match your interests and 
aspirations for the future. 

Entry Requirements
When submitting your application to study in Australia, 
you will need to consider the entry requirements. Different 
institutions may impose different requirements, so you need 
to check with the institutions you are interested in to fi nd out 
what they are. These entry requirements may include: 

udy in Australia, 
uirements. Different 
rements, so you need
nterested in to fi nd out 
ts may include: 

Entry Requirements
When submitting your application to st
you will need to consider the entry requ
institutions may impose different requir
to check with the institutions you are in
what they are. These entry requirement

t
u
r
n
t

ssue 2

course search functionality allowing you 
stitution and/or course to take. Videos of
nd alumni talking about their experiences
and and appreciate exactly what it’s like to
ustralia.

4444444444444444444444444 easyuni Guide 2014    I

The website has a 
to easily fi nd an ins
former students an
helps you understa
study and live in A



45easyuni Guide 2014    Issue 2

STUDYING ABROAD

• English language requirements - to demonstrate that 
you are competent in English to be able to understand and 
complete your course

• Academic requirements - such as holding a recognised 
degree or equivalent for entry into a postgraduate course

• Health insurance - the Overseas Student Health Cover 
(OSHC), which takes care of your health and medical costs 
during your stay in Australia

• Visa requirements - to be eligible to enter Australia on a 
student visa issued by the Department of Immigration and 
Border Protection

Education Pathways
No matter what your qualifi cations are, there is a wide range 
of study options and pathways to Australian qualifi cations. 
The fl exibility of the Australian education system means that 
you are allowed to transfer from one education sector to 
another, with many institutions giving credit exemptions for 
previous studies you have completed. The diagram below 
shows examples of the most common education pathways 
students choose and the transferability of qualifi cations 
across sectors.

English Language Courses
Studying English in Australia is much more than reading from 
a book. The teaching approach emphasises critical-thinking 
skills and team and project work drawn from day-to-day 
scenarios. This means you will be learning how to use English 
on a daily basis. The different types of English language 
courses offered include general English, English for academic 
purposes, English for specifi c purposes, exam preparation and 
many others.

Schools 
Schools in Australia include preparatory, primary, secondary 
and senior high schools. Most students opt to complete 
their Year 12 (Form Six equivalent) in Australia. Year 12, 
or the Senior Secondary Certifi cate of Education, is known 
by different names, depending on the Australian state in 
which you study. All, however, are recognised nationally 
with assessments providing the student with a tertiary 
entry rank (ATAR score) which will be used for admission 
into higher education. Students may also choose to pursue 
vocational education and training (VET) as an alternative to 
higher education.

Vocational Education and Training (VET)
If you are looking for programmes focused on providing the 
necessary practical and technical experience to refl ect industry 
focus and needs, then Vocational Education and Training 
(VET) is another option. Australian VET programmes also 
provide opportunities for students to study with industry 
experts and learn on the job with VET teachers having both 
theoretical knowledge and industry experience in their fi eld of 
expertise. Many students fi nd VET colleges a fl exible pathway 
to entering higher education and thee colleges may also offer 
subjects that are not available in traditional universities. 

Universities and Higher Education
There are 43 in Australia offering bachelor’s, master’s, and 
doctoral degrees. Choose from a wide range of courses, from 
arts to science, medicine to business and law to humanities. 
The advantage of an Australian bachelor’s degree is that it 
allows you to pick and choose your subjects of interest. If 
you cannot decide between two subjects, you may consider 
enrolling in a double or combined programme, which could 
lead to being awarded two bachelor’s degrees. 

Postgraduate studies in Australia are among the best in the 
world. The research excellence in Australian institutions has 
produced 15 Nobel Prize Laureates and discoveries such 
as cervical cancer vaccine, IVF, ultrasound, the black box 
fl ight recorder and the bionic ear. Australian researchers are 
constantly developing groundbreaking projects. Studying in 
Australia will give you the opportunity to learn and work with 
the best academics and students around the world.

Education and Living Costs
The cost of studying in Australia will depend on the level of 
study and the institution itself. As an international student 
you may be required to pay your tuition fees in advance, 
before classes commence. The table below provides a 
general guideline on the fees and living costs you may incur 
in an academic year. The exchange rates quoted below are 
correct at time of publishing. You should take into account 
that fees change annually and exchange rates fl uctuate, so 
it is recommended that you regularly check with both your 
institution and your bank when working out your expenses.
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around A$300 per week

7,800 – 30,000

4,000 – 22,000

15,000 – 33,000

20,000 – 37,000

around MYR900 per week

23,400 – 90,000

12,000 – 66,000

45,000 – 99,000

60,000 – 111,000

A$18,610 
(MYR 54,480) per year

Tuition Fees

MYR (Malaysian Ringgit)
Living costs

AUD

Malaysia Exchange rate: AUD1 = MYR3.00

Note: Exchange rate as of 3rd March 2014

English Language

Secondary School

Vocational Education

Undergraduate (Bachelor)

Postgraduate (Masters/PhD)

around A$300 per week

7,800 – 30,000

4,000 – 22,000

15,000 – 33,000

20,000 – 37,000

8,910 - 34,200 (approx.)

4,570 - 25,100 (approx.)

17,100 – 37,700 (approx.)

22,800 – 42,200 (approx.)

A$18,610 
(approx. SGD21,200)

 per year

Tuition Fees

SGD (Singapore Dollar)
Living costs

AUD
Course Type

Around SD340 (approx.)
per week

Singapore Exchange rate: AUD1 = SGD1.14

English Language

Secondary School

Vocational Education

Undergraduate (Bachelor)

Postgraduate (Masters/PhD)

around A$300 per week

7,800 – 30,000

4,000 – 22,000

15,000 – 33,000

20,000 – 37,000

A$18,610 
(approx. IDR198,000,000) 

per year

Tuition Fees

IDR (Indonesian Rupiah)
Living costs

AUD
Course Type

Indonesia Exchange rate: AUD1 = IDR10,689.37

English Language

Secondary School

Vocational Education

Undergraduate (Bachelor)

Postgraduate (Masters/PhD)

around A$300 per week

7,800 – 30,000

4,000 – 22,000

15,000 – 33,000

20,000 – 37,000

around LKR35000 (approx.) 
per week

A$18,610 
(approx. LKR2,186,000)

 per year

Tuition Fees

LKR (Sri Lankan Rupee)
Living costs

AUD
Course Type

91,000 - 3,500,000 (approx.)

469,000 - 2,580,000 (approx.)

1,770,000 – 3,880,000 (approx.)

2,340,000 – 4,340,000 (approx.)

Sri Lanka Exchange rate: AUD1 = LKR118.15

English Language

Secondary School

Vocational Education

Undergraduate (Bachelor)

Postgraduate (Masters/PhD)

around A$300 per week

7,800 – 30,000

4,000 – 22,000

15,000 – 33,000

20,000 – 37,000

A$18,610 
(INR 54,480) per year

Tuition Fees

INR (Indian Rupee)
Living costs

AUD
Course Type

India Exchange rate: AUD1 = INR56.16

436,000 – 1,680,000 (approx.)

224,000 – 1,230,000 (approx.)

840,000 – 1,848,000 (approx.)

1,120,000 – 2,072,000  (approx.)

around INR16,000 per week

around IDR3,210,000 
per week

83,000,000 – 320,000,000
(approx.)

42,000,000– 705,000,000 
(approx.)

160,385,000 – 352,000,000 
(approx.)

213,800,000 – 395,000,000 
(approx.)

English Language

Secondary School

Vocational Education

Undergraduate (Bachelor)

Postgraduate (Masters/PhD)

Course Type

ge rate as of 3rd March 2014

A$18,610
x. LKR2,186,000)
 per year

Note: Exchang

around LKR35000 (approx.)
per week

A
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Scholarships
There are many scholarships,fellowships, grants, and 
bursaries offered by the Australian government and 
education institutions. To fi nd more information about these 
scholarships, visit the websites below:

• Australia Awards – http://www.australiaawards.gov.au

• International Postgraduate Research Scholarships 
(IPRS) – http://education.gov.au/international-
postgraduate-research-scholarships

• Joint Academic Scholarships Online Network (JASON) 
- http://www.jason.edu.au/

In addition, there are many private and government 
organisations in Malaysia offering scholarships to deserving 
students. Most of these organisations will advertise in local 
newspapers and websites when applications are open. It is 
recommended that you research online to check for dates 
and more details.

Working in Australia 
Many Malaysian students are interested in gaining work 
experience while studying. One of the best ways is by having 
a part-time job. Your student visa will allow you to work 
up to 40 hours per fortnight while you are studying, and 
unrestricted hours during term breaks. Popular part-time 

jobs include work in hospitality, retail or tourism industries. 
Alternatively, your institution may also be able to arrange 
paid or unpaid internships that are relevant to your area of 
study. These internships provide an opportunity for real-life 
work experience and to gain an insight into industry trends. 
Discuss this option with your institution.

Working after your graduation is also possible under the 
Post-Study work scheme. This scheme allows students 
to stay in Australia temporarily to gain full-time work 
experience. The duration students are allowed to stay 
will depend on eligibility and qualifi cation. Having work 
experience in one of the world’s best economies will add to 
your preparation for employment and can help you stand 
out in the competitive job market back in Malaysia. 

Student life in Australia
Besides offering one of the world’s best international 
education experiences and boundless learning opportunities, 
Australia is also one of the world’s happiest and safest 
countries. The world’s sixth largest country is multicultural 
and multiracial, and this diversity encourages a dynamic, 
innovative and forward-thinking culture.The nation’s 
six states and two territories each have their distinctive 
attractions, depending on what your interests are.

As a student in Australia, you will also enjoy student 
discounts offered by various retailers, to enable students 
to purchase more goods for less. Many institutions also 
organise group trips and social events for overseas students. 
These events are important for students to feel connected 
and also provide a great opportunity to build strong 
networks and friendships.

Your education is one of the most important investments 
you will make in your life. This decision will impact your 
future, so you will want the greatest returns for your 
investment through unlimited opportunities and a great 
career. An Australian education promises just that — a 
Future Unlimited. 

This article is contributed by the Australian Trade 
Commission (Austrade). Austrade is the Australian 
Government agency responsible for Australia’s 
international trade, investment, education and tourism 
promotion. For more information on Study in Australia, 
visit www.studyinaustralia.gov.au or email the Austrade 
Malaysia team at malaysia@studyinaustralia.gov.auexperience in one of the world s best

your preparation for employment 
out in the competitive job market 
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Higher Education in Germany: 
Emerging Destination for Business 

Education in Europe
Are there any specific reasons why International 
students should consider Germany?
First of all, Germany has always been the heart of engineering 
education. Until today, in my opinion, no other country 
has managed to compete with Germany when it comes to 
engineering, in terms of insights, practical approach and 
invention of new ideas. The country’s universities in general 
are very well established and recognised internationally, and 
quite a few of them appear in top Academic World Rankings.

Germans are very practical people, and the same is 
refl ected in their education system, where theory goes 
hand in hand with practice and, therefore, imparts deeper 
insights into the real world, producing “industry-ready” 
minds. The adoption of this practical thinking in the 
education system, a possibility of studying in the English 
language, and the opportunity to enter university for those 
lacking the necessary requirements (through additional 
courses in the Studienkollegs) – these factors make 
Germany one of the most attractive education destinations 
for international students. 

Germany is also well known for its specifi c focus on providing 
free (or with very low tuition fees) education to most of the 
students, including international ones, to grow the world’s 
population of intellectuals. So far, it is one of the few countries 
to provide an option between free (or more affordable) 
education and private education, ensuring everyone’s right to 
their own development. International students are attracted by 
its policy of equality in education and less strict visa regulations, 
in comparison to other countries. 

Does Germany really offer free higher education? 
Yes. As mentioned above, Germany strives to provide higher 
education to young generations from different fi nancial 
backgrounds, letting them choose between public universities 
and private ones. Usually other countries will have specifi c 
tuition fees for international students, even though local 
students can study for free or with minimal tuition fees. 
With regards to private universities, the country ensures two 
different levels of education, where higher quality standards 
and placements records would apply to private ones and 
suit students who have additional resources to invest into a 
guaranteed future postgraduation.
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What are the postgraduation opportunities for 
students in terms of immigration and employment?
So far, if I may say so, the best in terms of other countries 
like the UK or US. Firstly, Germany is suffering from “aging 
population”, which leaves huge gaps in the job market 
and spurs the need to import minds from abroad. This led 
to the easing of immigrations law and visa procedures, 
where every foreign student gets a visa extension of one 
and a half years after graduation as a job look-up period to 
ensure he fi nds employment and stays in Germany longer. 
During the look-up period, a student is allowed to do any 
kind of work to support his living without restrictions, 
and if he gets a full-time job within this given period, he 
fi xes the papers accordingly per his employment contract. 
Students can also work part-time during his studies and 
support himself fi nancially. 

If we look at the UK or US, students, unfortunately, have 
very limited time to fi nd a job with a strict stated salary 
they have to get in order to get their visa extended. The 
US in general keeps the right to decide not to stamp a 
foreigner’s passport during his vacation back in his own 
country, which leaves no guarantee for him to return once 
he goes abroad, even for a short period.

How does your university differ from other 
universities which offer same courses? How is the 
employability and academics?
With much respect towards other business schools, 
which have their own unique qualities and courses, we 
are happy to be known as the largest fi nance faculty in 
Germany, as well as the only German business school to 
have a Master’s of Finance course recognised globally and 
be ranked seventh in FT rankings in terms of careers. The 
expertise developed over fi fty years from our practical 
research and constant training of fi nancial and banking 
industry executives gives us unique standing in terms of 
experience, practice and connections, which we share with 
our students. Constant case studies, industrial visits and 
having one of the best-ranked professors contributing to 
the university, add to the value of our quality education 
that we strive to ensure.

How would you rate Germany in terms of cost of 
living as compared to the UK, United States, Canada 
and Australia?
It depends a lot on the city you live in and the items you 
need in your life. If we look at major cities such as Frankfurt, 
Toronto and London, from my own experience I could state 
that Germany is so far one of the cheapest options as monthly 
living expenses are around 670 to 750 euros and that includes 
rent, food, transport and health insurance. It would be much 
more expensive if we are talking about Australia or the UK, 
where the living expenses are indeed high. Canada and the 
US seem to be less expensive options in this case, but at the 
moment, Germany stands at the best one.

Would students who don’t speak German encounter 
any language barriers?
Although learning the German language is not mandatory, 
we always advise our students to pick up at least an A1- or 
A2-level knowledge of German before arriving in the country 
and try to improve it during their stay. The reason is, fi rst, it is 
always a plus to know a local language, especially German, 
which is widely spoken in Europe as well. Second, it opens up 
more possibilities if you are planning to settle and prosper in 
your career in the country. It can be done via our FS Tandem 
programme, where the language exchange principal works, 
as well as constant interaction with locals, who admire 
internationals making efforts to speak German and are happy 
to help. Persistence and a wish to develop one’s skills are most 
essential in learning German, as well as any other language.

This interview was conducted with Sumit Rai, Regional      
Head South Asia, Frankfurt School of Finance & Management
Sonnemannstraße 9-11, 60314 Frankfurt am Main, Germany

For more information, please contact +603-220 220 71 or            
email: hello@easyuni.com

Sumit Rai
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Financial assistance is often offered 
by governmental bodies, non-profi t 
organisations (NGOs), educational 
institutions, or the private sector as part 
of their corporate social responsibility 
(CSR) initiatives. Assistance may come 
in the form of a scholarship or a full 
or partial loan. Some loans may be 
converted into a scholarship if excellent 
academic results are achieved.

Having your college or university fees 
disbursed enables you to pursue your 
education without fi nancial hindrances. 
Student fi nancial aids, or more commonly 
referred to as student loans, are also 
the best form of fi nancial assistance for 
the pursuit of higher education for the 
following reasons:

Low interest rate
Tailored to encourage the pursuit of 
knowledge, the interest charged on 
student loans are usually very minimal, 
ranging from 1% to 6%. The interest 
rate generally remains fl at throughout 
the tenure of the studies and extends 
past its completion, so students need not 

worry about the rate increasing along 
with infl ation. Some NGOs even disburse 
interest-free loans.

Flexible payment terms
A student’s fi nancial diffi culties are very 
much understood, therefore student 
loan repayment schemes are often 
very fl exible. Students usually have an 
average grace period of six months upon 
graduation to start repaying their loans, 
which can also be delayed if employment 
has yet to be found. The instalments 
are also generally minimal to reduce the 
fi nancial burdens of students. 

Convenient payment options
Loan repayment is made easy for students; 
payment is often accepted via different 
channels, be it bank transfer or cheque 
at various payment counters at the 
loan disbursement centre, banks, post 
offi ces and other collection agencies. 
Students can also arrange for a scheduled 
deduction to be made from their monthly 
salaries, enabling payment to be made 
punctually and hassle-free.

Covers living expenses and 
education necessities
Certain student loans cover more than just 
the tuition fees; some include a little extra 
for books, stationery and study tools. 
Living expenses such as rent, utilities, food 
and Internet access can be managed with 
this extra funding too. 

Helps to build credit
A record of having taken a student loan 
and, of course, paying it off diligently is a 
good credit record that you’ll need when 
you apply for subsequent loans, be it a 
personal, home or 
automobile loan. 
Banks that have 
accessed your good 
repayment history 
will be more 
confi dent in 
offering you a 
loan if they are 
convinced that 
you can pay it 
all back.

Support 
Yourself 
Through 

University 
With 

Financial 
Aid

F INANC ING YOUR STUDY 

Students and parents often worry about education 
fi nancing. Some students even give up their preferred 
choice of career or institution of learning due to lack 
of funds, while others only start looking for fi nancial 
assistance or scholarships upon acceptance by their 

university of choice. Ambitions and dreams need 
not be buried simply because of a poorer fi nancial 
background, as there are many means to get you 

through until you graduate.
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Education financial assistance, wherever you may go
Every country would have its fair share of lenders, all willing to offer fi nancial assistance to 
deserving students. In this issue, we’ll take a look at your options of student loans available should 
you choose to further your studies in India, Indonesia, Singapore, Sri Lanka and Malaysia.

State Bank of India (SBI) Student Loan Scheme
The State Bank of India (SBI) offers loans to local Indian students who wish to further 
their education locally or abroad. Courses include regular technical courses, professional 
degree/diploma programmes, teacher training, nursing courses, vocational training and 
skill development courses. The loan will cover tuition fees, examination/library/lab fees, 
books and instruments, travel expenses for studies abroad and the cost of a two-wheel 
vehicle. The loan also covers other expenses incurred during the course of the study, such 
as study tours and project work.

Sampoerna Foundation
Sampoerna Foundation partners with 
the International Finance Corporation 
(IFC) and PT Bank Internasional 
Indonesia Tbk (BII) to form Indonesia’s 
fi rst private fi nancing facility for 
education loans. Sampoerna 
Foundation, the largest philanthropic 
organisation in Indonesia, focuses on 
providing scholarships to students and 
this collaboration with two fi nancial 
organisations will see deserving 
students receive loans for tuition and 
entrance fees of up to US$1,000. A 
total grant of US$2.75 million will 
enable 20,000 students to pursue 
their higher education.

INDIA 

INDONESIA

SINGAPORE

Credila 
Credila is the only lender in India focusing exclusively on education loans. Credila is a 
fi nance subsidiary of the Housing Development Finance Corporation Limited (HDFC), 
one of India’s leading fi nancial services company. Credila assists students who want 
to further their studies locally and abroad, as well as those who are already in the US. 
Credila participates in every phase involved in the application of the student loan, from 
origination and underwriting until the servicing and collection.

DANAdidik
As Indonesia’s fi rst people-to-people (P2P) student loan, DANAdidik aims to extend 
the opportunity to receive a loan to students who do not have a fi nancially stable 
guarantor. DANAdidik works by connecting students with prospective investors with 
the fi nancial capability and willingness to support the students’ higher education. 
Applications are open annually to any student; students would present his/her case 
to investors who would review the loan listings and select a sponsored student that 
meets their criteria. Through this P2P model, investors obtain a social investment, a 
diversifi ed portfolio and the fi rst right to hire applicants, while benefi tting students 
who can now further their studies with given funding.

MENDAKI Study Loan Full-Time Scheme
The MENDAKI Study Loan Full-Time Scheme is an initiative offered 
by Yayasan Mendaki to uplift the educational performance of 
Singaporean Muslims. Needy and deserving students who have 
gained admission into selected accredited local private institutions 
of higher learning, art colleges and local government tertiary 
institutions such as Ngee Ann Polytechnic, Nanyang Polytechnic, 
National University of Singapore and Nanyang Technological 
University/NIE will receive interest-free loans to pursue their degrees 
and diplomas. 

Tuition Fee Loan (TFL) and MOE Study Loan (SL)
The Tuition Fee Loan (TFL) is a government loan scheme 
to assist students in funding their tertiary education. The 
TFL covers up to 90% of the tuition fees; students can also 
choose to receive loans of 30%, 50% or 80% of the fee 
amount. The courses covered under the scheme varies from 
university to university; for instance, only full-time and part-
time graduate research students at the National University 
of Singapore (NUS) may apply for the loan whereas 
students at degree level at SIM University (UniSIM) are also 
entitled to education loans. 

The Study Loan (SL) complements the TFL by providing 
loans to cover the remaining 10% of tuition fees not 
covered by the TFL. SL is available to Singaporeans studying 
for MOE-subsidised undergraduate degree programmes at 
UniSIM, who have applied for the TFL or a loan with any 
registered government organisation. There are two tiers of 
study loans in the scheme which determines the interest 
charged on the loan taken. Under the Tier 1 Study Loan 
scheme, interest will only be applied after the fi fth year of 
repayment on the outstanding balance while under the 
Tier 2 Study Loan scheme, interest will commence from the 
third month of loan repayment after graduation.
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Your debt can last for years
As the repayment instalments are small, paying off a loan in 
full can take years. Some loans offer a tenure of up to 15 years. 
However, you can always shorten the length of repayment by 
increasing the amount paid in each instalment or even pay off 
the loan in a lump sum if your fi nancial abilities permit you to do 
so. That may also save you on interest rates.

Loan to be repaid regardless of study completion
Students often have the misconception that they do not have 
to repay their loans if they did not complete their studies. The 
money would have been disbursed to either yourself or the 
education institution, as such the loaned amount must be repaid 
even if you have left the university.

Student loans can ruin your credit
This is, of course, if you have not been servicing your loan. Many 
organisations have gone to great lengths to recover disbursed 
fi nancial aid, to the extent of barring loan defaulters from leaving 
the country. Therefore, if you fail to notify your lender of a 
delay in repayment, not only will you have a lesser likelihood of 
securing a loan from banks when you need one but you may also 
face legal action.

However, these consequences should not deter any student from 
taking a student loan as long as they repay their loans according 
to schedule.

Koperasi Jayadiri Malaysia Berhad (KOJADI)
Koperasi Jayadiri Malaysia Berhad (KOJADI) was established in 1981 to extend 
fi nancial aid to its members to pursue tertiary education. The idea to set up 
the foundation was mooted as a response for many students having to further 
their studies abroad due to their inability to secure one of the limited number 
of seats in local universities. KOJADI has a total 12 loan schemes under its loan 
programme to cater for a wide range of vocational, technical, undergraduate 
and postgraduate courses. Some of the fi nancial aids include the KOJADI 
Higher Education Loan Scheme (HELS), KOJADI Education Loan Scheme For 
Students of Foundation Programmes (S-PUF), JADI Education Loan Scheme for 
Local University Studies (S-LUS), KOJADI Education Loan Scheme for Foreign 
University Studies (S-FUS), KOJADI Education Loan Scheme for Overseas 
Postgraduate Studies (S-OPS) and the KOJADI Education Loan Scheme for 
Local Postgraduate Studies (S-LPS). 

HNB (Hatton National Bank) - FUTUR+ Higher Educational Loan Scheme
The HNB FUTUR+ Higher Educational Loans Scheme supports pursuit of excellence with local 
and foreign educational institutes or universities. Loans can be applied for in the name of the 
student or jointly with a co-borrower. Students below 18 years of age following academic 
studies at local and international schools are eligible for various subjects in the local or 
international institutions. HNB offers its customers very attractive and competitive, fi xed or 
fl oating interest rates with the fl exibility to best suit your needs. Opt for fl oating interest 
rates and your interest payment will be based on the going market rate which is subject to a 
quarterly review.

National Higher Education Fund 
Corporation (PTPTN)
The National Higher Education Fund 
Corporation was established under the National 
Higher Education Fund Corporation Act 1997 
(Act 566) and commenced operations in 
November 1997. The body was set up as an 
agency of the Education Ministry of Malaysia 
with the role of providing and managing 
education savings schemes and funds for tertiary 
education. Students may apply for partial of full 
loans for the pursuit of studies either locally or 
abroad at both private and public universities.

Nenasa Educational Loan – DFCC Vardhana Bank, Sri Lanka
This loan scheme for both undergraduate and postgraduate studies provides a loan 
installment that fi ts your budget with a repayment period of up to ten years. It also has 
attractive interest rate options with a choice of fi xed or variable interest rates said to be 
unmatched in the market. It also provides a speedy approval process, has minimal conditions, 
and is available throughout all DFCC Vardhana Bank branches. Students can apply for this 
loan individually or jointly with their parents. 

Before you sign a loan agreement, be aware of the following:

MALAYSIA

SRI 
LANKA

Skim Prihatin Pendidikan 1Malaysia 
(SPP1M) 
The Skim Prihatin Pendidikan 1Malaysia 
(SPP1M) serves as an additional fi nancial aid to 
loans received from other organisations such 
as PTPTN. The scheme was launched by the 
Prime Minister YAB Dato’ Sri Najib Tun Haji 
Abdul Razak in February 2013 and is open to 
all students pursuing bachelors’ degree and 
master’s degree courses locally and abroad. The 
loan amount disbursed are up to RM150,000 
for medicine and pharmacy programmes, and 
RM100,000 for business, law, fi nance, banking, 
accounting, engineering, architecture, science 
and computer science courses. 



53easyuni Guide 2014    Issue 2

FOREIGN DEGREES
Not Just for the 

Super-Rich 
Studying abroad is not an affordable route to 

education for everyone. Just imagine how much 
education abroad would cost in countries such as 
the US, the UK or Australia, where the currency is 
much stronger compared to the rest of Asia. Not 
to mention the cost of living, with rental, books 
and transportation making up the chunk of your 

daily expenses.

But you can actually get a degree from a foreign 
university without even setting foot on its 

campus overseas, at a much lower cost

COLLEGE CORNER
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Option 1: Obtaining Foreign Degrees Locally
You can obtain a foreign degree by studying in a local off-shore campus 
(also known as branch campus or satellite campus) of the university. Curtin 

University, for example, has an overseas campus each in Singapore and Malaysia. Other 
UK, Australian and Chinese universities, such as Nottingham University and Xiamen 
University, have similar off-shore campuses to ease the fi nancial burden of locals while 
providing opportunities for local students to better their studying experience.

Instead of being charged the fees of an international student in a foreign campus, you 
will be paying your fees as a local student in the local currency when you study in a 
branch campus. This will translate into a huge amount of savings than if you had to 
fork out three to fi ve times more, depending on the currency exchange rate, if you were 
to study in the main campus. You will also save on the living expenses incurred when 
studying abroad.

You may doubt the quality of the education offered by the    
branch campuses. Rest assured that branch universities are 
as good as its main campus. Branch campuses share the 
same resources as the main campus abroad, so libraries 
are often well-stocked with internal 
and external textbooks. 
Well-equipped resource centres 
also ease students’ effort in 
fi nding secondary resources for 
research, a must when writing 
a thesis, apart from providing 
a conducive environment for 
completing assignments 
and learning. As such, 
branch campuses 
are attentive to its 
students’ voices when 
it comes to improvising 
their campuses 
facilities and 
academic qualities.

Before you decide on getting a foreign degree, you’ll 
need to make sure you are indeed passionate about 
your chosen fi eld of study. A future undergraduate 
student should fi rst determine which course to 
undertake based on interest and ambition. This can be 
easy if you already have an idea of what you’d like to 
do as a career. 

However, if you are indecisive, ask yourself: what 
would you like to do for a living? Which subject do 
you pick up speedily? Are you interested in what you 
are good at? Do you want to specialise in one area or 
gain general knowledge of the fi eld? Speak to your 
parents for advice and, if need be, consult education 
counsellors at your school or local colleges. For 
instant information, check out online education portal 
easyuni.com (www.easyuni.com) which offers brilliant 
course recommendation tools based on students’ 
personalities and interests.

Only upon picking the course should you think about 
the university. Make sure you select an institution with 
a reputation for the subject or programme offered, 
rather than a popular ‘branded’ one your friends will 
be attending.

Studying Overseas
There are basically two types 
of universities: public and 
private. If you choose to 
attend a public university, you 
would be attending lectures 
at a university in the country, 
possibly even close to home. 
The other route is the private 
universities which give you 
the option of furthering your 
studies locally or abroad.

Whichever route you 
choose, you need to sort out 
how to fund your studies. 
Many education loans and 
scholarships are available 
but, of course, places and 
opportunities for these are 
very limited. Studying locally at 
a public university is the most 
affordable option but you 
may have set your sights on a 
foreign university renowned 
for the programme you intend 
to pursue. 

Studying abroad is not going to 
be economical, even without 
factoring in the living expenses. 
So how do you ensure that 
your foreign degree is not 
just a dream? There are three 
options: obtain a foreign 
degree locally, complete a 
twinning programme, or even 
earn a degree online.

COLLEGE CORNER
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Scholarships and Loans
You would already have saved a substantial amount 
of money by obtaining a foreign degree through the 
methods described above. But you can also apply for 
education loans. Your tertiary education could even 
be free if you’re offered a scholarship throughout the 
duration of your studies. Many scholarships are available 
to deserving students pursuing a foreign degree, and  
there are many scholarships available in many countries. 
It is a matter of fi nding them.

• Commonwealth Scholarship and Fellowship Plan 
(CSFP)
The CSFP is an international education programme 
in which Commonwealth governments offer 
scholarships to citizens of other Commonwealth 
countries. There are seven types of scholarships: 
PhD research, Master’s studies, Shared Scholarships 
with UK universities for Master’s students, 
Academic Fellowships, Split-Side Scholarships that 
allows foreign students to spend a year in the UK, 
Professional Fellowships for mid-career professionals, 
and Distance Learning Scholarships for UK Master’s 
programmes. Fields of study include engineering, 
science, agriculture, humanities, social sciences, 
medicine and dentistry. 

• Fulbright Programme 
The Fulbright Programme was established to “increase 
mutual understanding between the people of the 
United States and other countries through the 
exchange of persons, knowledge, and skills.” It is 
one of the most prestigious scholarships in the world, 
offering students from 155 nations an opportunity 
to further their studies in the US in fi elds such 
agricultural sciences, American studies, business 
administration, economics, education, energy, 
international relations, journalism, management and 
leadership development, media and communications, 
sustainable development and climate change. The 
programme offers grants to students, scholars, 
teachers and professionals, with the Fulbright Foreign 
Student Programme being the most applicable for 
students who want to obtain a foreign degree.

Option 3: Online Degree/Distance Learning
The advent of online technology means students 
can obtain their degrees in a virtual learning 

environment. Online distance learning courses and degrees 
can be cost-effective, convenient and fl exible alternatives to 
campus-based programmes, regardless of one’s geographical 
location or personal commitments. 

Best of all, if you study an online degree programme from 
top-ranked universities, you can be assured that the online 
courses are also accredited by a national accrediting body 
and provide a high level of excellence 
in teaching and learning 
experiences. You will also 
have access to all the support 
and facilities you would 
expect to receive on a brick-
and-mortar campus. An 
online course enables you 
to listen to and watch 
online lectures and 
take part in live 
question-and-
answer sessions 
over the Internet. 
However, self-
discipline is crucial 
if you take up  
this option.  

Option 2: Twinning Programmes
Another way to obtain a foreign degree is by 
completing a twinning programme in a local 

institution. A local university partners with a foreign one to 
offer the latter’s programmes in the former’s campus. You may 
have seen programmes being advertised as “3+0” or “2+1”; 
these are twinning programmes. A “2+1” programme means 
the student has to complete his fi rst two years of study locally 
before going overseas for his fi nal year. This is akin to a student 
exchange programme. It allows students to reduce the cost of 
education while still having the opportunity to go abroad and 
experience studying and living there.

Another form of twinning programmes like the “3+0” 
programme doesn’t require students to go overseas. 
Students under this programme will get a foreign degree 
upon completion of the three years of study locally. They 
will have to register with the local institution as well as 
the partner university overseas, and undergo the same 
assessment methods locally as it would have been done 
at the twin university abroad. This twinning programme is 
similar to studying in a branch campus; the difference is the 
administrator of the programme.
Both the branch campus and twinning programme options 
allow students to obtain a foreign degree at a fraction of the 
cost of studying overseas. With these options, more students 
are able to pursue the course at their university of choice with 
lower investments. 

COLLEGE CORNER
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Your First Week: Break In, Not Break Down
This is one of the most important times in campus, especially for new students. In your fi rst week, 
some of your decisions can have a signifi cant impact on your university life. Be careful about the 
things you do in the fi rst week. In most situations, it is a diffi cult time for students because they 
are in a new environment. You will miss home and feel stressed but this will ease with time. The 
secret is to be yourself and enjoy the experience. Remember that everyone is new like you too, so 
there is nothing to be afraid or ashamed of if you fi nd diffi culty coping or fi tting in initially. The 
beginning of a new journey is not always easy but it is all part of a learning process.

Orientation is usually held in the initial week and this gives you a great opportunity to explore the 
new surroundings. Most students assume that it is a waste of time but the information provided 
during this period can be very valuable. This is when you learn where your classes will be held. 
You have a chance to learn about 
all the facilities available in your 
campus. Do not ignore orientation 
because you might make things 
diffi cult for yourself when you miss 
out on important advice. In most 
cases, there will be more than 
one orientation. Attend all the 
orientations that are announced. This 
might actually give you an advantage 
over other students because you are 
well informed about the college. 
If you are comfortable in the 
environment, you will be prepared to 
deal with any challenges.

New students need 
to remember that 
with freedom come 
responsibility. Survival 
is important in an 
environment with no 
parental control. The 
college you attend will 
have rules and regulations 
but individual students 
will have to manage 
their time and determine 
whether their actions are 
appropriate. When you 
leave home, you have an 
opportunity to become 
independent because you 
get to make important 
decisions. Here are some 
university survival tips 
to help you get through 
campus and have fun 
while you are at it. It is 
easy to get carried away 
by all the excitement and 
forget that your focus 
should be on acquiring 
the knowledge and life’s 
lessons needed to help you 
pursue your desired career.

Leaving home for university is one of the most exciting phases in a young adult’s life. For most people, it 
is the fi rst time they will be away from their parents. They have never experienced this kind of freedom. 
There are various things to explore while on campus and this can be intimidating. It is diffi cult to adjust 

to life away from home and, for some students, this newfound freedom can be dangerous. 

Campus Life

HOW TO 
SURVIVE 

UNIVERSITY 
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Living In or Live Out?
One of the main challenges for new students in 
university is arranging accommodations. If you enrol 
at a college far from home, you will have to either 
live on campus in the university’s hostel or to rent a 
room nearby. Living on campus is a signifi cant part of 
university life; it is the time when you participate in 
extracurricular activities, form friendships and develop 
discipline. Living on campus is also great for seeking 
your coursemates and getting to lectures.

If you choose to live on campus, you will have to share a 
room or a house with one or more students unless your 
dormitory offers single rooms. You need to understand 
that your housemates or roommates are probably just 
as scared as you are about the experience. They are the 
fi rst people you will interact with while on campus, so 
get to know them, as you may have to live with them 
for an entire year or semester. Make conversation with 
them and fi nd out important information like where they 
are from and what are their interests. You might fi nd 
a roommate from your city or town. Most adults forge 
long-term friendships in university and this is your chance 
to do so. Get to know other students in your hall as well; 
do not limit your interaction to your roommates. The 
more people you can interact with, the less intimidated 
you will feel.

Pick a Study Spot
There are plenty of distractions in university such 
as sports events, parties, and other students 
who would like to interact instead of study. You 
need a quiet place where you can focus on your 
assignments without such distractions. Find this 
place as soon as you get to campus. Choose a 
particular place in your room or a good spot in the 
library. This will give you the space you need to 
study and attain good grades.

You Are Your Own 
Organiser
It is easy to get distracted 
and lose focus as a new 
student because there 
is nobody to help you 
organise your life in 
university. Most students 
fi nd it diffi cult to transit 
from high school where 
teachers organised every 
aspect of the learning 
process. In campus, you 
have to do the organising 
yourself. Your instructor 
will post assignments 
at the beginning of the 
semester and it is up to 
you to do and hand them 
over when they are due. 
This means that you have 
to plan your time properly 
to make sure you do all 
the assignments in time. 
There are no reminders 
like in high school and 
a missed deadline can 
make you fail a course. 
Take advantage of your 
smartphone and tablet to 
organise your time. Set 
reminders for deadlines on 
your  mobile devices.

Don’t Skip or Sleep In!
It is tempting to skip class when you are a new student in campus. You might 
enjoy sleeping in after many years of being woken up early in the morning. 
Instructors usually require students to attend a certain number of classes and 
attendance may contribute to your fi nal grade. However, it is important to attend 
class even if you have to be up at 7am for an 8am class. The best thing about 
living on campus is that you can simply walk to class. 

Avoid skipping class. The classes allow you to get important information from 
your lecturers. There are often highly informative Q&A sessions where you can 
deepen your understanding of the topics taught that day. Most instructors will 
give assignment details during class and this allows you to prepare adequately. 
Deadlines may be changed during class. The instructors use a lot of time and 
effort to come up with course requirements to make it easy for you to prepare for 
assignments and exams. When you attend class, you gain a deeper insight into 
what is expected of you and this makes you more likely to succeed.
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Attain a Balance
The main reason 
for enrolling into 
university is to 
earn a degree 
but this does not 
mean you should 
spend all your time 
reading. You need 
to achieve balance 
by including social 
events in your life. 
Make sure your 
assignments are 
done in good time 
to allow you to have and enjoy your free time. Attend sports events and 
other social engagements on campus. The interaction with other students 
is also a learning opportunity you will miss out on if you are always in the 
library. Work hard at your studies but leave room for some fun. Your studies 
should be the priority but if you plan your time well, you will have an 
opportunity to enjoy yourself.

As a new student, you will probably feel like you do not belong on campus 
and suffer from homesickness. However, the best way to deal with this is to 
get involved in some of the activities that are available. Join some clubs and 
organisations to make it easy for you to transit. This is a great way to attain 
a balance between social and academic life. Besides helping you to settle 
in, co-curricular activities are also vital when you seek employment later on. 
Active participation in co-curricular activities indicates that you are a well-
rounded person who places equal importance on academic, physical and 
social development.

It is easy to get carried away with the activities because they may all seem 
interesting but you need to limit yourself to a few to ensure you have 
adequate time for your studies. The groups will make it easy to make friends 
and learn skills and, with time, you will feel like you belong in campus.

Use Study Resources
High school may have seemed easy for you and you had good grades 
without putting in too much effort. Things are different in college. The 
professors will make you earn your grades. This means that you have to 
set goals and work hard to achieve them. One of the main advantages of 
being in college is that you have access to various study resources. During 
orientation, pay attention to the location of the learning labs. They 
will come in handy when you need assistance with your assignments. 
Colleges also offer tutors if you are interested. Do not feel ashamed 
about using a tutor. Professors do not have the time to offer one-on-one 
tutoring to the students and if you fi nd it diffi cult to understand a certain 
concept, a tutor can be very helpful.

Alone Time
A lot goes on in campus and it is easy to feel like you have no time on your own. You have to share accommodation 
unlike at home where you have a room to yourself. It is important to set some time to engage in activities that you enjoy. 
If your idea of relaxing is playing a video game, make sure you have time to do this two or three times a week. You can 
keep a journal, practice yoga or watch an interesting movie or show. This alone time is important because it helps you to 
unwind and even refl ect on your life.

Establish Relationship with 
Professors
New university students 
usually want to remain 
anonymous and this is often 
easy because there are several 
other students. It is diffi cult 
for professors to pay attention 
to every single student in 
their class. However, you 
should make an attempt to 
establish relationships with 
professors. There are several 
advantages of interacting with 
your professors outside the 
classroom. One of the main 
benefi ts is that it will be easy 
for you to approach them in 
case of an issue. Professors are 
required to set aside some time 
to meet with their students. 
Take advantage of this and 
get to know your lecturers. It 
is better to do this in your fi rst 
year because some of them 
may teach you more than one 
course over the years.
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Manage Your Money
Budgeting can be tough as a new student in university. This is 
especially true if your parents made all the fi nancial decisions for you 
in high school. It is easy to spend money without thinking of the 
consequences. Learn how to budget the money from your parents (or 
scholarship) to make sure it meets all your needs. Otherwise, it may be 
necessary to get a job. However, it is important to remember 
that a job can take away your attention from your 
education. Learn how to save by making wise fi nancial 
decisions. When you go shopping, look for bargains, 
especially for things like toiletries, which are standard in 
every brand. 

There are endless possibilities in university 
because you are in a new environment and 
have all the resources to help you reach 
your dreams. Explore your environment 
and remember that your studies are 
the most important thing while you are 
there. Interact with other students, take 
advantage of study resources, engage with 
your professors, and be responsible when 
it comes to money. These pre-university 
survival tips will make campus a fun and 
memorable experience.

Nightlife is Necessary Too
Socialising is considered 
one of the most important 
aspects of campus life after 
academics. New students 
are exposed to the exciting 
nightlife, especially in cities 
where there are various 
entertainment options. They 
offer a great opportunity to 
make friends and are very 
memorable. However, it is 
easy to get carried away 
with all the fun and forget 
that you are a student. Enjoy 
in a responsible manner.

See, Learn and Do
As a new student, you are 
probably in a new city or 
town and this is the perfect 
time to explore. There are no 
limits to what you can do as 
long as it is within the law. 
Take part in activities you 
may have overlooked in high 
school. Do not limit yourself 
to only ‘safe’ activities. 
You have an opportunity 
to become independent 
in university. Your parents 
should not have to provide 
an allowance if you can get 
a job related to a career 
you intend to pursue. Some 
universities offer students 
an opportunity to work on 
campus. This will allow you 
to make money without 
leaving the college.
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10 College 
Debunked

Myths 

Whatever myths you 
may have heard about 
college, some of them 

might be true. Don’t 
let these myths and 

preconceptions keep 
you from pursuing a 

tertiary education. Here 
are some debunked 

college myths to make 
sure you have peace of 

mind while enjoying 
your varsity life. 
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   Myth #1: Your course or 
major determines your career.
Reality: Not necessarily. Of course, 
it is best to choose your course if 
you know exactly what you are 
going to be before you go into 
college. Certain courses do dictate 
which career path you’re taking, 
such as law, nursing, accountancy 
and engineering. But don’t limit 
your career prospects solely based 
on your major. There are many 
other jobs you can do in relation 
to your course. In fact, many 
graduates pursue certain degrees 
but end up doing something else 
which has nothing to do with 
their majors at all. And most 
companies do not specify what 
degree you must have when they 
are hiring people for entry-level 
positions. Rather, they would 
specify the level of study required, 
such as bachelor’s degree, masters 
or PhD. Be open-minded!

   Myth #3: The more famous the college is, the 
better it is.
Reality: What really matters here is not whether the 
college you are enrolling is well-known or little-known, 
but your character. Of course, studying in famous colleges 
increases your chances of getting hired, but bear in mind 
that not everyone can afford to get in. Your character is 
what determines your appeal in the job market. Good 
character traits such as persistence and perseverance can 
work wonders. People like to be with you, you get things 
done and you have higher chances of getting employed. 
On the other hand, a person with a bad character won’t 
succeed in anything he or she does. Another thing 
to take note of is that you don’t have to enrol in top 
universities to earn a degree and succeed in life. Satya 
Nadella, the newly-appointed CEO of Microsoft, is one 
fi ne example. He fi rst went to the Manipal Institute of 
Technology before earning his double master’s degrees in 
the University of Chicago and University of Wisconsin.

   Myth #4: Grades do matter.
Reality: If you always excel in your studies, getting 
good grades wouldn’t be a big deal. But not everyone 
can score straight As or get a CGPA of 4.0. Only a 
minority can make the Dean’s or President’s List. If 
you’re not among them, fret not. Just do your best 
in the degree or major you’re studying for. After all, 
what you have to do is to pass every single subject in 
your course of study to earn that scroll. Besides your 
grades, you also have to develop your character and 
interpersonal skills. Employers are looking beyond 
paper qualifi cations when it comes to hiring potential 
employees. It depends what qualities the employers 
are looking for. Some employers seek for soft skills in 
things such as communication, analysis and leadership. 
So, don’t just focus entirely on academic achievement; 
it is equally vital to develop your soft skills too.

   Myth #2: You don’t have to go        
to class.
Reality: No, you have to. Your lecturers may not 
be taking attendance (some do) but it doesn’t 
mean that you can skip classes as you like. 
Chances are the days you decide to play 
hooky, your lecturers may be covering 
important topics or giving useful tips on 
which topics will be included in the fi nal exams. 
You could ask your friends or check with your 
professor later, but it’s best that you attend 
classes. For one, your friends might not ask the 
questions you would when trying to clarify things about certain subjects or 
topics. Asking questions helps students to clear their doubts about topics they 
may not be able to digest. Furthermore, other students in the class also benefi t 
from such Q&A sessions as they can gain additional information from their 
lecturers about what’s being studied, stuff that might not even be in the latest 
editions of the textbooks.

Another reason you have to be present consistently in classes is that if you 
have an unsatisfactory attendance record, the college has the right to bar you 
from the fi nal exams. In other words, you are not allowed to take your fi nal 
exam papers, which results in you having to re-take the same subject again in 
the following semester. This would defi nitely extend your time spent in college 
and you would not be able to graduate with your fellow classmates. 

   Myth #5: You must choose a major right away.
Reality: If you are certain what you are going to be, you will defi nitely choose 
your major straightaway, without much hesitation or consideration. However, if 
you’re not sure, it is better if you don’t. Deciding on a major in a haste is risky 
and unwise. You may be interested in the course you have registered when you 
fi rst enter college, but as time goes by, you might discover that it is not your 
cup of tea. Studies have shown that 70 per cent of college students switch 
their majors at least once. If you fi nd that the course you’re pursuing is not 
suitable, fi nd out which one suits you better, rather than wasting time doing 
something that’s not. Take your time to seek the one major you really enjoy, so 
that you won’t regret it later. Don’t take too long, though – you only have a 
couple of years in college, so don’t waste them.
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   Myth #6: Teachers are smarter  
than students.
Reality: It is true that teachers have to 
be knowledgeable in the area or fi eld 
they’re teaching. But, teachers aren’t 
always smarter than students. With 
technology evolving rapidly, sometimes 
lecturers fi nd it diffi cult to keep up with 
the latest developments in their fi elds 
of expertise – unlike, perhaps, their 
technologically savvy charges. In the 
end, teachers may fi nd that they may 
learn from their students as well. 

   Myth #7: Private colleges     
are more challenging than   
public ones.
Reality: No, they’re not. One 
obvious difference between a 
private and public college is in 
terms of tuition fees (private 
colleges generally cost more). It 
doesn’t mean that private colleges 
are more challenging than public 
ones, though. Public colleges 
are funded and subsidised by 
the federal government while 
private colleges are fi nanced 
through tuition, endowments and 
donations. But students shouldn’t 
assume that private colleges are 
more challenging based on this 
point. They should be checking 
whether the institutions, private or 
public, provide quality education. 
After all, they have to ensure that 
they get what they pay for.

   Myth #8: The best time to visit colleges is after you get admitted.
Reality: DON’T! That’s a grave mistake. Imagine this: you submitted your 
application to a college you wish to enrol and you are accepted. You are 
very excited that you got a place in that college, but you have no idea 
where the college is located or what the surrounding area is like. When 
you get there and see that things aren’t exactly what you expected, all the 
excitement will soon turn into misery and nightmares. To avoid this, make 
an effort to check out the colleges and their surroundings fi rst before 
sending in your application. If you have another chance, visit the place 
again after you have been admitted.

   Myth #10: College isn’t the 
real world.
Reality: Says who? College years 
are vital as you’ll be spending 
them by yourself, without your 
parents at your side. You may 
not get used to leaving your 
home for the very fi rst time and 
you will feel homesick in the fi rst 
few weeks. But, eventually you 
have to learn to be independent. 
College life is a good platform 
for training and helping you live 
and do everything by yourself. 
In other words, college prepares 
you for the real world. But you 
are not alone, as your friends will 
help you along the way. If you 
are facing problems or troubles, 
do not be afraid to ask your 
friends for help – after all, they 
are there for you.

   Myth #9: It gets better 
as you get older.
Reality: Actually, you have 
more responsibilities and less 
freedom than your juniors 
as you get older. And you 
cannot afford to be carefree 
and frivolous anymore 
compared to your freshman 
years. You have bigger 
responsibilities, such as being 
the class representative or 
holding important positions 
in societies and clubs. Many 
people will be observing 
what you do and how you 
act, especially your juniors. 
You are the one they respect 
and look up to, so think 
twice before you act. Do not 
let anything silly ruin your 
image or reputation.
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MARKETING

Brand 
Management

Digital 
Marketing 

Management

Business 
Development 

Public 
Relations

Data 
Analytics 

Product 
Management 

Social Media 
Management 

Event 
Management

Account 
Management 

Consumer 
Behavior

1



2

3

4

5

Northwestern 
University 
(Kellogg) 

Evanston, IL

University of 
Pennsylvania 

(Wharton) 
Philadelphia, PA

Stanford 
University 

Stanford, CA

Duke University 
(Fuqua) 

Durham, NC

Harvard 
University 

Boston, MANEW ZEALAND, NZD 
40-50k/annum

UNITED STATES of AMERICA, USD 
5,358/month

CANADA, CANADIAN DOLLAR 
6,516/month

UNITED KINGDOM, GBP
40k/year

MALAYSIA, MYR
3.5k/month

JOB ROLE

AVERAGE STARTING SALARY DISCIPLINES OF 
MARKETING

TOP UNIVERSITIES 
FOR MARKETING

Formulate, direct and coordinate 
marketing activities and policies to 
promote products and services, working 
with advertising and promotion managers.

Identify, develop, and evaluate 
marketing strategy, based on 
knowledge of establishment 
objectives, market characteristics, 
and cost and markup factors. 

Direct the hiring, training, and 
performance evaluations of 
marketing and sales staff and 
oversee their daily activities. 

Develop pricing strategies, 
balancing fi rm objectives and 
customer satisfaction.

Evaluate the fi nancial aspects of 
product development, such as budgets, 
expenditures, research and development 
appropriations, and return-on-investment 
and profi t-loss projections. 

Compile lists describing 
product or service offerings. 

Initiate market research studies 
and analyze their fi ndings.

Use sales forecasting and strategic 
planning to ensure the sale and 

profi tability of products, lines, or services, 
analyzing business developments and 

monitoring market trends. 

Consult with buying personnel to 
gain advice regarding the types of 

products or services expected to 
be in demand. 

Coordinate and participate in 
promotional activities and trade 

shows, working with developers, 
advertisers, and production managers, 

to market products and services.

Look out for a unique career infographic in every issue!

For Marketing related courses, check out bit.ly/easyunimarketing
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